27th December 2013
A message from Jeri Omlo brings advance notice of an ACD class at Exeter & County Open Show. It will be held on 22nd March 2014 at Exeter, details and on-line entry are available from Arena Print. If anyone is planning a weekend away in the West Country, perhaps they might like to fit this show in too. Sadly only an Open Class but if there’s enough support then I’m sure that could be increased.

20th December 2013
Australian Cattle Dogs don’t have their own classes at LKA Ch.Show and, since it is no longer a Crufts’s qualifier for us, the numbers entered have dropped considerably. So far as I am aware there was only one this year. Denise Cartwright and Sue Burdett’s Yarraman Takina at Drenoss got a very respectable second place in a large AVNSC Open Bitch class. I had an enjoyable day out although it felt a bit like being in a different supermarket! The use of different halls and therefore different layout meant it didn’t feel quite like the same show. I had the impression that overall the event was very quiet too. It was nice to be able to sit and natter to ACD friends even though I was there on Hound Day! Free Wi-fi was available and for the first time at this show there was a special events ring. I felt a bit sorry for the people organising the demonstrations as the audience was rather thinly spread out. However it was better for those who decided to enter their dogs for the KCGC Bronze Award. I understand there were sixteen dogs tested on the first day and I think about twelve on the second. I wonder if this would have had more entrants if it had a little more publicity. I only noticed by accident, mainly because I was checking the details because of the use of different halls. I very much doubt I would have seen it otherwise. While not ACD related, I am pleased to report that Dusty managed to get his Bronze Award, very pleased with him!

Schedules are available for NW&PBS Open Show which is on Saturday 15th February 2014. There are three cattledog classes and the judge is Mrs.K.Kennedy (Peakdreams). Contact Mrs.Canty on 01636 892310 or nwpbs@hotmail.co.uk or enter on-line at www.dogbiz

Both Dog World and Our Dogs annuals are out, interesting to see that there is one advert in each for Australian Cattle Dogs, each advert is from a different overseas kennel. I am still hoping to get the ACDS of GB Newsletter out by the end of December so I better get back to working on it!

8th December 2013
Discover Dogs at Earls Court on the 9th and 10th November had the usual mix of homesick Australians, genuine enquirers and those out to “pat the dogs”. Thank you to all those who gave up their time to trek into London to talk to people about the realities of living with an Australian Cattle Dog. I think the Gully family may have the trophy for furthest distance travelled to help! This year we had more volunteers than needed to cover the two days, many thanks it gave some of us a chance to browse the trade stands in peace. I believe DD will be held at a different venue next year as there will be renovation work being done on Earls Court. That may make it more accessible for others although I understand it may be the other side of London so further for Hilary and myself. I will keep you posted as soon as the venue and dates are confirmed.

Guildford and District Canine Society had an entry of 10 cattledogs for Gary Gray (Slatehouse). There were a couple of absentees but still quite respectable for the first time classes at this open show. Normally held at Woking Leisure Centre, but for this year at the Showground at Ardingly, the ACDS of GB agreed to support the classes so that in future we may nominate judges who need experience and numbers of dogs for their CV. It was a nice day out with everything running smoothly so far as we could tell. Only two classes for cattledogs. 1st in Junior D/B was Ms S.Carpenter’s bitch, Morrow Blue Heeler, 2nd was Mrs.S.Veal’s young dog, Windwarriors Blue Andover of Gamarada (Imp), he also went BPIB. Open D/B 1st & BOB my Stockmaster’s Red Cedar at Morrow, 2nd & RBOB was Mrs.H.Powell’s Yarraman Masked Blue.

I was sorry to hear of the loss of yet another cattledog. Dundee was born in Belgium and lived in the Netherlands before coming to the UK with her owners. She was only nine and is sadly missed. I am sure you will all share in expressing sympathy at your loss and the hope that you will find another ACD to help fill the gap.

Christmas is almost upon us, or will be by the time these notes appear, so I take this opportunity to wish you all a safe, peaceful and Happy Christmas and New Year. I hope to have the ACDS of GB Newsletter out by the end of the month. It should have a diary of show and society dates for next year. We will make every effort to stick to them so do pencil them on your calendar. Speaking of which, Ben Butler and Cat Rush have pulled together another ACD calendar, proceeds from which will go to ACD Welfare. Contact Ben on 07980562594 or email ben_butler@bbfarmservices.co.uk if you would like one.

4th November 2013
Midland Counties Ch. Show did not have cattledog classes but there were a couple of dogs in AVNSC Pastoral. Mr. Peter Jolley was judging and in OD(8/2) Mr.& Mrs.Digby’s Ch.Banana Bender Conte di Cavour (Imp Ita) was 2nd In PGB (10/3) the same owner’s Yarraman Pollyanna was 3rd while in OB(8) their Ch.Kurpas Saving Grace is Yarramans was Reserve.

I was sorry to hear that Mr.K.Oakman has lost his blue dog, Digger. Warrigal Blue Gundagai was bred by Sue Huntingdon out of Warrigal Blue Cooma by Curdeleon Blue the Boy Wunda and was born on 5th November 2000. I was also very sad and shocked to hear that Mark Morrison lost his lovely boy, Noah, very suddenly and unexpectedly. Litter brother to my Link, they would be seven in December. As yet the cause of death is not known but this is under investigation. It is horrible to lose an oldie but even worse when they are in their prime and without warning.

On a more cheerful note, I was pleased to hear that the two cattledogs entered at W&PBA of Scotland enjoyed their day out. The judge was Mr.T.Richards and he found BB and BOB in Mr.A.G.Legge’s Ch.Bindi Blue Yarraman. BD went to Ms M.Slaven & Mr.K.Wilkie’s Yarraman Frankl for Dartbrook Ir.Jun.Ch.

I think we have a few cattledogs entered for Guildford Open Show in December. Whatever happens regarding the showing, there is a lovely pub across the road, anyone for lunch?

A couple of ACD walks have taken place recently. Sam Veal and a few hardy souls were lucky to have nice weather in Surrey, the high winds and storm came through later. While I believe Sarah Price and the Gully family enjoyed an outing at the other end of the M4. It is all well and good to be able to “meet” on line and discuss our dogs but meeting people and dogs in the flesh is much more rewarding. I hope that more people will take advantage of the ease of communication on the internet to arrange these casual social outings, good fun for all concerned.

Jeri Omlo was in touch to say how thrilled she is with Sage. Austmans Kung Fu Blu has gained enough points for her ShCM, only the third ACD to do so I believe, and a first for Austmans Australian Cattle Dog Kennel. Well done!

If you haven’t already done so, then please either go on-line and complete the short Health Survey put out by the ACDS of GB or contact Adam Beral for a paper copy. Whether you have a healthy young dog or have lost your ACD sometime ago, we are trying to get an overall picture of the health of the breed and all information will help with that. A report will be published next year after all the information has been collated and studied. All assistance with this project will be gratefully received.

14th September 2013
WKC with 2 CCs had 26 entries, with 4 absent on the day, for judge Mrs.Jill Peak. She found her BCC winner and BOB in Miss T.Roberts Garreg Ddu Kamyiara. RBCC went to Ms D.Cartwright & Ms S.Burdett’s Yarraman Takina To Drenoss. The DCC went to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Ozymandias with the RDCC going to the same owner’s Austmans Finn McMissile. Best Puppy was Mr.K.& Mrs.N.Digby’s Yarraman Pollyanna.

Morag Slaven had a busy time in Ireland with Star and Frankie. They started with Navan Dog Show on Saturday, where Frankie (Yarraman Frankl at Dartbrook) was 1st in Junior Dog, graded excellent, Green Star and BOB. Star (Ir.Ch.Yarraman Star Sapphire at Dartbrook ShCM) was 1st in Champion Bitch, excellent and Green Star. The judge was Sandra McDonagh. The next day they went south to Clonmel where Frankie was 1st in Junior Dog, excellent and Reserve Green Star. The Czech dog Uncanny Blue Spirit Cidabro (Bandy) won the Open GS and BOB. Star was 1st Champ.Bitch, excellent, Green Star and RBOB, judge was Mr.S.Oates. Mrs.A.Long-Doyle was judging at Killarney on Tuesday, apparently she gave the handlers lots of exercise! Frankie was 1st JD, excellent and Green Star. Star was 1st Ch.B., excellent, Green Star and BOB. Thursday took them to Limerick where the judge was Norwegian Mr.L.Hjorth. Frankie was 1st JD, excellent and the Czech dog was 1st Open, excellent, but Frankie took the Green Star. Star was 1st Ch.B., excellent and Green Star while Frankie took the BOB. Group judge was Ms P.Junehall from Sweden and she short listed Frankie. These successes gave Frankie enough points to gain his Irish Junior Champion title. The final show of the week was in Tralee where Frankie was 1st JD, excellent, GS and BOB again while Star was 1st Ch.B, excellent and GS. The judge was Mr.A.Zee from Tiawan. An exhausting, fun and satisfying week, well done.

The Herding Day organised by Kylie Birch was blessed with good weather, always handy when standing around outdoors all day! It was fascinating to see Canadian trainer Lyn Leach working with dogs and handlers, especially dogs that I had seen starting off on a previous herding day. The same basic principles but a different trainer and a slightly different approach saw dogs gaining in confidence and understanding of what was required. It was a long day as each dog had at least two workouts with the sheep and it is not something that can be rushed or just left when “time’s up”. Always end on a good note applies whatever training you do with your dog. The local hostelry supplied lovely food and an opportunity to sit down and continue talking. Many thanks to Kylie for organising, Lyn for training, Sarah and Joe for supplying sheep and land and all the participants for their good company.

Richmond with 2 CCs had 23 entries with 2 absent on the day for me to judge. DCC and BOB went to Mr.A.G.Legge’s Yarraman I Am Legend. RDCC went to Ms D.Cartwright and Ms S.Burdett’s Ch.Tarilly Access All Areas At Drenoss. BCC went to Mrs.N.P.Digby and Mr.A.G.Legge’s Ch.Bindi Blue Yarraman while the RBCC went to Mrs.L.Wright’s Ch.Yarraman Dare To Rock at Coright. BP was Ms J.Omlo’s Austmans Dock of the Bay. I was sorry not to be able to stop and support the ACD in the group but duty called and I had to get home for work. Thank you to all the exhibitors for allowing me to enjoy a very pleasant birthday!

I was so sorry to hear that yet another oldie has left us. Drenoss Blue Jessie was born on 30th January 2000, out of Drenoss Colour Me Blue by Curdeleon Blue the Boy Wunda and bred by Mrs.D.Wainwright. Judy Bell still has a red dog, Digger, bred by Hilary Tutte, and I hope he is not too distressed by the loss of his companion, my sympathy to you.

I wrote recently about Lorna Atkinson losing her beloved Jake. I am pleased to report that the huge gap he left has been filled a little in the form of Gypsy, a red rescue ACD. It appears that Gypsy has moved into Lorna’s home as if that was where she was meant to be, which is of course, true!

Darlington, no CCs, had 6 entries with 2 absent for Mrs.P.Bailey. BD and BOB was Mrs.D.Colton, Mrs.J.Tune & Mrs.E.M.Bonser’s Ch.Yippie Ki Yay For Rottalma. BP and RBD was Mr.& Mrs.Donnelly’s Jahanghir Licence to Kill for Heelerhill. BB was Ms.D.Cartwright & Ms S.Burdett’s Yarraman Takina To Drenoss. RBB was Mrs.D.Colton, Mrs.J.Tune & Mrs.E.M.Bonser’s Jahanghir Blue Uluru For Rottalma.

Schedules are out for Guildford and District Canine Society Open Show that has ACD classes. The show is on 8th December at Woking Leisure Centre and this year’s judge is Mr.Gary Grey. The ACDS of GB has agreed to support this show, which means in future we will be able to put forward judges and so help them get the experience they need to move up the judges list. It would be good to see any ACD owners who are within easy travelling distance of Woking for a social day out with dogs.

If anyone fancies rather more than a day out with ACDs then investigate the on-line information regarding the ACD Club of America which has its annual Specialty coming up in October. Held in a different part of the States every year it is a week long event with hundreds of ACDs taking part in Agility, Obedience, Breed and Herding. This year it is to be held in Norco, California and promises to be bigger and better than ever.

27th July 2013
Apologies to Mr.& Mrs Greenhill, I have inadvertently attributed their CC win to another Jahanghir dog in the recent newsletter. It should have been their Jahanghirs Echo Falls Blue at Aurdu who took the bitch CC at Crufts.

Jeri Omlo and Austmans Kung Fu Blu had a good day out at Stithians Agricultural Society’s Open Dog Show. They took Pastoral Group 1 out of 12 under Mr.S.Beeney. This win qualified them to take part in an invitation only prestigious “Top Dog of Cornwall” competition to be held at the end of the year. Jeri says this is Sage’s second Pastoral Group win in less than five months.

Morag Slaven has also had a very good day out with young Frankie. At Annandale Canine Society Open Show on 21st July he was 1st and Best AVNSC Puppy, then he took Puppy Group 2 under Julie Swann. Not content with that he also won AV Puppy under Gillian Marley.

At Kingston Open Show my Cedar was BOB, sadly Hilary and I were thawing out over a pub lunch and managed to miss the Group. Yes, I did say thawing out – couldn’t believe how cold the wind was given the weather we’ve had over the last few weeks!

Schedules have been sent out for the ACDS of GB Champ Show in September. Check out the ACDS website for details or contact Show Secretary Sarah Price on 07878242589 or email: sarahprice@aol.co.uk.

Anyone wanting DNA testing for prcd-PRA do contact Val Tiller about her Optigen Clinic in September. 01372 – 273597 or email val.tiller@talk21.com

4th July 2013
Border Union on the 15th/16th June had five cattledogs for judge Mr.Albert Wight (Sharval). All winners were from the one owner, Mr.K.K & Mrs.N.P.Digby. BD and BOB was Banana Bender Conte De Cavour (Imp Ita), RBD was St Etienne’s Out of the Clear Blue Sky (Imp USA). BB was Yarraman Pollyanna, RBB was Banana Bender Baciami Alfredo (Imp.Ita). BP was Yarraman Pollyanna.

Blackpool is a bit too far for me and, despite having CCs, didn’t fare much better for entries with nine for judge Mr.Mike Vines. BCC and BOB went to Mesdames E Gray & L.Guy’s Jahanghirs Red Oktoba. RBCC went to Mr.T.& Mrs.I.Bailey’s Penstruthall Murray Darling Yarraman. DCC went to Ch.Tarilly Access All Areas at Drenoss owned by Ms D.Cartwright & Ms S.Burdett. RDCC went to Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman the Patriot. BP was Jahanghir License to Kill for Heelerhill owned by Mr.R.& Mrs.B.Donnelly.

Windsor had glorious weather but only six entries – no CCs again – for judge Ms A.King. She found her BD & BOB in Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman the Patriot with RBD going to his sire, my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow. BB was Miss P.Ball’s Jahanghirs French Connection with RBB going to Mr.T.& Mrs.I.Bailey’s Penstruthall Murray Darling Yarraman. This is my local show and we had a relaxed social day out with a picnic lunch thanks mostly to Hilary Powell. Same time same place next year?

A trailer for Tom O’Dell on Sky News made me stop and look as he appeared to have a red ACD walking with him. Only a quick flash of the dog and I haven’t looked up the rest of the trailer, for a new album I believe, to see if there were any more sightings of the dog.

Val Tiller is organising her regular Optigen Clinic in September. Optigen are offering 30% discount off DNA tests at the 20/20 clinic on Tuesday 17th September. ACDs are invited to be DNA tested for prcd-PRA. Clients may attend the clinic at Epsom, Surrey, or be Postal Participants. Contact Val Tiller direct for further details and to book places. Email: val.tiller@talk21.com or Tel. 01372 273597 now. I can recommend these clinics as a great saving and very efficiently run.

9th June 2013
Bath Championship Show had classes for ACDs but no CCs so not many entries as a result. The judge was Mr.G.Duffield and he found his BD and BOB in Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman The Patriot. BB Was Mr.R.& Mrs.L.Greenhill’s Jahanghirs Echo Falls Blue at Aurdu.

Banff, Moray and Nairn Open Show had Mr.& Mrs.Digby’s Yarraman Pollyanna 1st in AV Puppy. The same owner’s St.Etienne’s Out of The Clear Blue Sky (Imp) was AVNSC BOB and took Pastoral Group 3. Yarraman Wicked Link was 1st in AV Open.

Southern Counties Canine Association was another Championship Show with ACD classes but no CCs. There was a good entry of ten for breed specialist Becky Kaye. She found her BD and BOB in Miss K. Jebson’s import dog Am.Ch.Briarmoor’s Vagabond of Austmans, RBD was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow. BB was Mrs.A.& Miss C.Hayles Austmans Divine Blue at Angelarc with RBB going to Ms J.Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blu. Mr.R.& Mrs.B.Donnelly’s Jahanghir License to Kill was BP.

Three Counties Championship Show had CCs so an entry of seventeen (three absent on the day) for Mrs.Z.Thorn-Andrews. BD & BOB was again Miss K.Jebson’s Am.Ch.Briarmoor’s Vagabond at Austmans. This is his third CC, so subject to KC confirmation, gives him his UK Championship title, many congratulations. RBD was again my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow with BB going to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Shockwave. RBB was Mr.K.& Mrs.N.Digby’s Am.Ch.Kurpas Saving Grace Is Yarramans (Imp). BP was the same owner’s Yarraman Pollyanna.

Sadly I have a seven year old red bitch for rehoming. She is morbidly overweight – yes, I know I like my dogs particularly lean but at thirty-three kilos I think most people would feel this dog should diet! She has lost two kilos in the few weeks we have had her and is getting livelier by the day. Pictures will be up on the ACDS of GB rescue page soon.

I am regretting not entering Border Union as there are only eight entries for Mr.A.Wight with one CC on offer, must improve the odds of winning! Still, it’s a long way to go! There is a change of judge for NW&PBS Ch. Show in July, Mrs.Pearl Chetwynd will be doing cattledogs, not Mrs.L.Cartledge as advertised in the schedule. I only realised just prior to the closing date for entries so hope other exhibitors were paying attention as it may have affected what dogs were entered.

Schedules are available for Kingston Canine Society Open Show which is on Saturday 20th July at The South of England Showground at Ardingly, Sussex. This show has two classes for cattledogs: Special Yearling and Open, the judge is Cath Moffat (Kyleca). Contact the Secretary Mrs.K.Nagaty on 07770 917124 for a schedule if you don’t have computer access. Postal entries close on Wed 26th June, on-line entries close on Fri 5th July. Guildford Canine Society also has classes for cattledogs with Gary Gray judging. I don’t have full details to hand but believe that it is at the beginning of December at Woking Leisure Centre.

The bit of sunshine we have had is perfect for cattledogs to indulge in their preferred sport of playing in water! I seem to spend more time refilling baths and horse troughs than sitting in the sun. My lot love to wallow and splash the water out of whatever container it is in – if all else fails certain dogs will pick up a large water bowl and tip the contents over their heads! Judging by the pictures water sport is clearly a cattledog trait, wonder if it should be included in the breed standard?!

14th April 2013
Snow prevented some ACD stalwarts from attending the AGM but others had no problem. I’m sure we’ll all be glad when we get rid of this winter weather! The AGM minutes have been sent out to paid up Members, along with the Spring (or should that be second winter! ) Newsletter. As usual, if you have not received your copy do let me know. Apologies for any errors or omissions, they are entirely my own handywork and I can’t blame anyone else!

I believe that Mdmes Colton, Tune and Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay For Rottalma was BOB at Retford and DCS Open Show under judge Mr.Roger Cruden.

Morag Slaven and Frankie (Yarraman Frankl) had another good outing, this time up North at Ross and Cromarty Canine Club Open Show. He was first in AV Pastoral Special Minor Puppy and also won Special Best Puppy in Group. The judge was Mr.Chris Tynton (Merrybriar).

The weather was very co-operative for the ACDS of GB Open Show and Limited Obedience Show on Sunday 7th April. I decided last year that I really could not cope with a two and a half to three hour drive each way in one day so opted for driving up on Saturday and staying in a local hotel overnight. Originally Hilary Powell was going to come up with me but circumstances dictated that she had to drive up later so she met me there. While staying over does add to the costs of the day in more than one way I have to say that it was very relaxing. It also meant that I had more time for my own dogs for once, I sometimes wonder why I bother taking them as they end up spending most of the day in the car. This year the Obedience started early, at 9am, before the Breed Judging at 11am. Although we still over ran slightly it was much nicer to be able to concentrate on one discipline at a time. The standard of Obedience was mixed as usual but at least our ‘A’ dogs gave the test a good shot this year, they really weren’t thinking about it last year! Sarah and Bundy won the PreBeginner class; Hilary and Miah won Beginner; my Link won Novice and Hilary and Miah won ‘A’. I look forward to the judge’s constructively critical write-up! Many thanks to Brenda Bowgen for her patient judging and to also to co-opted steward, Anne, as Rachel who was originally stewarding has been laid very low with a nasty bug.

I found breed classes interesting with a number of new dogs that I had not seen before and some that I had just not seen against each other in the ring. Mrs. Lesley Wright (Coright) was judging and found her BB and BIS in Denise Cartwright and Sue Burdett’s Yarraman Takina To Drenoss. RBB and RBIS was her dam, Jack and Norma Digby’s Am.Ch.Kurpas Saving Grace Is Yarramans. BD and BOS was Denise Cartwright and Sue Burdett’s Tarilly Access All Areas At Drenoss – he is also the sire of the BIS winner. RBD was my Link (Blue Jamberoo at Morrow). BPD and BPIS was Kimberly Jebson’s Austmans Finn McMissile. BVIS was Kylie Birch’s Aust.Ch.Crystalledge Waratah Boy. It was lovely to meet some new ACD owners and dogs, also to put a few more names and faces together from Facebook contacts. Five people availed themselves of the opportunity to look at the judging with an eye to taking the ACDS of GB judges test. I understand that those who took it all passed and found it an interesting and enjoyable experience. Tracy Roberts supplied a super lunch, there was an excess so I managed to get a generous sample – lovely! Her daughter Rebecca was busy taking photos for people, great to have nice weather for that, and also selling raffle tickets.

Down to earth with a bang on the Monday morning, at least that was the case for Hilary who managed to trap her sciatic nerve and found herself immobilised – well apart from giving her daughter instructions while she waited to be carted off in the ambulance! I am pleased to say that she is recovering from the experience and hopefully is enjoying her birthday break by the time these notes appear.

If I am reading the results correctly (no guarantee there!) it appears that Mr.Holtkamp took BD and BB in ACDs at the Sydney Royal Easter Show. BD and BOB went to Ch.Queblue Party Animal while BB and RBOB went to GrandCh.Queblue Aussie Magic. Given that Crufts BOB last year was a Queblue dog from Italy, breeder Flora McKeown must be thrilled. There were some photos up on-line for those who want to look further, although I didn’t see names linked to the photos. Interesting pictures of the Kelpies too, they seem to have got taller than I remember the breed, but it may just be the particular dogs at the show.

W&PB of Wales has five cattledogs entered, I completely missed the closing date so must go and see what else is coming up.

22nd March 2013
In my last notes I forgot to thank the exhibitors who entered under Jackie Tune at Newark Show, put it down to old age, I seem to be apologising for forgetting things all the time just lately!

Morag Slaven and Frankie (Yarraman Frankl) have been out and about again. This time to Clydebank and District CC at Lanark on Saturday 16th March where he took 1st in Minor Puppy (AVNSC I think) and then he got Pastoral Puppy Group 3. The judge was Bridgette Bodle (Kitarn). Well done.

I know that some of you will remember Lyn Chesterfield’s big lurcher, Bodger . He competed in the ACDS of GB Ltd.Obedience show a few times and took part in the occasional Fun Day as an honorary cattledog. Sadly Lyn had to make that decision that we all dread and let him go this week. He was nearly seventeen, such a long time and so many memories. My sympathy on your loss.

South West Working and Pastoral Breeds Association has an Open Show on Saturday 4th May at Hutton Moor Leisure Centre, Weston-Super-Mare. They have ACD classes to be judged by Mrs.P.Jameson. Postal entries close on Tuesday 10th April, on-line entries accepted up until 17th April. This could be an opportunity for ACD folk to get together, as we did for NW&PBS Open show in February where we had a lovely social day out as well as supporting the show. I haven’t spotted any other open shows with cattledog classes, please let me know if anyone sees one, I will gladly add it to the list for the next newsletter as well as give it a mention here.

12th March 2013
Newark CS Open Show was held on 23rd February at Newark Showground, sadly a bit far north for me. I was pleased to hear that Jackie Tune (Rottalma) had an entry of eight cattledogs, not bad for an Open Show, especially one that I don’t think was particularly well advertised as having ACD classes. Kimberly Jebson’s import dog Ch.Briarmoor’s Vagabond at Austmans was BOB. Newark Showground is also the venue for Retford CS Open Show where Roger Cruden will be judging cattledogs. I understand that there are five entries for him.

Crufts is over for another year, seems to have been a long time coming but suddenly it is done and dusted. Kimberly Jebson (Austmans) was judging the breed this year which had an impact on the entry numbers as dogs are not allowed to be entered under their breeder. As many of the dogs in the show ring last year were bred by Kimberly this sadly meant they could not take part this year. It was nice to see that a number of those owners were at ringside anyway, even though they couldn’t bring their dogs. I was surprised that we did not have more overseas entries, only Karen Saenger from Germany having made the journey. Kimberly found her DCC winner and BOB in Ms R.L.Kaye’s Tiborkie Tee Rex (Ch.Austmans Real Riot x Ch.Austmans Upsy Daisy at Tiborkie) with RDCC going to Jahanghirs Brooklyn Heights (Drenoss Call Me Bond at Heelerhill x Austmans I’m No Angel at Jahanghir) owned by Mesdames E.Gray & L.Guy. The BCC went to Mr.R.& Mrs.L.Greenhill’s Jahanghirs Echo Falls Blue at Aurdu (Drenoss Call Me Bond at Heelerhill x Austmans Red Echo at Jahanghir). RBCC made Mrs.K.Saenger’s trip worthwhile as it went to her Windrover Bullet Proof (Turrella Blue Commanche x Austmans My Shadow). There were a few overseas visitors who were just spectating, a couple of Australians and an Irishman or two. The Breed Stand was moderately busy as was Discover Dogs. Many thanks to the people who helped man both stands, I won’t give names in case I miss someone! It was great to be able to meet a couple of people who have emailed, phoned or been on the ACD Facebook pages – seems quite odd to discover they are real people! I was sorry to miss the gentleman who came to Discover Dogs on the off chance of catching up with me. Apparently he had an ACD years ago, sadly no longer with us, and he wanted to have a chat about his dog and the breed. If anyone reading this happens to know him, or if he is reading this himself, do please ring or email, I’d love to have a natter. His dog was one of Ros Cartwright’s, Drenoss Blue Ranger I think. I seem to have had quite a few people who have had ACDs in the past now getting back in touch. It is a sad / happy feeling as they are missing their lost companions but tell of the many happy times they have had and the good times they are looking forward to with another four-legged friend. As always one or two of the people enquiring about cattledogs appear to be totally unsuited to the breed – in some cases I don’t think they should have a pyjama case never mind a real dog! So far as the serious business of the show ring is concerned, I sadly missed seeing the Pastoral Group judging but understand that Becky and Rex presented themselves well, good PR for our breed.

The AGM of the ACDS of GB is coming up on Sunday 24th March at the GDBA Centre at Edmonscote Manor, Leamington. If you have paid your subscription but not had any details about it, please contact the Secretary, Adam Beral preferably by email, or I can pass a message on to him. Entries have closed for the Society’s Open Breed and Limited Obedience Show, I understand that there are thirty dogs for the breed classes and fourteen for the Obedience – hmm, maybe I’d better do some training!

21st February/2nd March 2013
At its recent Committee Meeting, the ACDS of GB agreed that popular events held last year should be run again this year. Although the AGM is not the best supported event, it will take place in March as usual, notice has been sent out. The Open Breed and Limited Obedience Show is in April, entries closed on 2nd March but spectators interested in the breed are always welcome, whether owners, potential owners or potential judges and the Championship Show will be in September. Another ACD walk and lunch, a Triathlon Day, a Fun Day and a Herding Day are all in the pipeline. There is and always has been an issue regarding the best locations to hold events given that Membership covers the whole country. Of course there is nothing to stop any ACD owner arranging an informal event, whether a coffee morning or funday in their own area as an excuse to get together and talk ACDs with like-minded people. I am happy to put details in these notes if anyone is planning a get-together and would like to let others know about it. I would also be interested in hearing about any Open Shows with ACD classes so that we can try and publicise them as they are another opportunity for people to have a social day out with their cattledogs. Being given the show results would be quite nice too!

Norma Digby has asked me to let you know that she is organising a Cattledog day at Gill Bridgeman’s home in Shropshire. It will be held on Sunday 14th July, that is the Sunday after NW&PBS Championship Show, and I understand that it may be possible for someone to have use of a caravan on site, or possibly to camp if they wish to stay over after the show. It is intended that the day will start at 10am and there will be a BBQ as well as a Herding Taster session. There will be a charge to cover costs and any profit will go to ACD Welfare. Please contact Norma on 01948 841302 to let her know if you are attending and to get further details.

I wonder how many people have spotted the ACD in the advert on TV recently, not Fosters this time either!

A few snippets of good news to share. Morag Slaven’s young dog, Yarraman Frankl aka Frankie, had a good day out at the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire C.S.Open Show on February 16th. He took 1st in AV Pastoral MP, Best Pastoral MP, and then went on to win Puppy Group 1. The judge was Mr. Don Moir. A promising start for this young dog, look forward to hearing more about him over the year.

Yarraman Kennels were very pleased with their recent scoring results for Isla and Tucker. Yarraman Dare to Believe, Isla, has 0:0 Elbows and 3:6 Hips while St.Etienne’s Out of the Clear Blue Sky, Tucker, has 0:0 Elbows and 5:5 Hips. Very good news and hopefully that is another two dogs that will be out in the ring this year. I find it sad and also frustrating that we still have matings from animals who have not had hip and elbow scores, especially when there is at least one dog out there that I would like to use on my bitch but he’s not tested. I guess I’ll have to wait and see who else is tested.

Crufts is nearly upon us yet again, can’t believe it’s that time of year already. There are 22 Cattledogs entered for breed specialist judge Miss Kimberly Jebson. As we are scheduled first in the ring on Sunday morning, anyone wanting to see the judging better be there early!

I have heard that Retford Canine Society Open Show on 24th March will have classes for Cattledogs. I believe there are 3 classes with Mr.Roger Cruden judging and the Pastoral Group Judge is Miss Kimberly Jebson. The show will be at Newark Showground. A bit far north for me, especially for an Open Show, so hope that there is more local support.

11th February 2013
A long time since my last notes, too many other things to do and with the speed of internet and mobile phone communication I am not sure that these notes are really needed anymore, certainly haven’t had any calls to indicate that they’ve been missed!

LKA does not have ACD classes but I was pleased to hear that Denise Cartwright and Sue Burdett’s Yarraman Takina to Drenoss won Best AVNSC Pastoral, a good note to end the year on. Well done.

The ACDS of GB Winter Newsletter was sent out before the end of December so if anyone has paid their subscription but not received a copy, please let me know. I had two incorrect addresses, my fault as I knew the people had moved but it didn’t register on me when I was printing out the labels that they had not been updated. Along with the newsletter was notification of renewal of subscriptions, which were due by the end of January, and notification of the AGM. Any Members who have gained points during last year from Breed, Obedience, Agility or Working Trial competitions are asked to send the information to Hilary Powell. There are trophies for all the disciplines and it is up to you to apply, it doesn’t matter if you’ve only done a couple of shows or competitions, you might be surprised to find you can still have enough points to win a trophy. I believe that the forms are available from the ACDS of GB website or direct from Hilary but I am sure she will accept details on the back of an envelope if that is all you have to hand!

A group of hardy souls braved the forecast inclement weather to meet up for a walk and lunch in Surrey on February 3rd. Sam Veal was the instigator of the expedition but had withdrawn from organising as she and Mr.V. were struck down by illness during the previous week. Hilary Powell took over the reins and I’m pleased to say the weather co-operated, being cold and grey but not the downpours that were predicted. Fourteen dogs and attendant humans met up at 10.30, Sam and Mr.V. while not being 100 percent fit, rugged up and came out too. It was a muddy outing but thoroughly enjoyed by dogs and people alike. Three ‘other breeds’ accompanied the cattledogs and someone remarked that others on the common probably thought it was a motley crew of crossbreeds that were the offspring of the GSD! Hopefully not! The Sportsman pub was a super venue for lunch and were impressed that we managed to squeeze so many people around their long table. It was lovely to be able to put faces to names and to welcome a couple of possible ACD owners of the future. After an excellent lunch a couple of hardy souls had another half an hour walk before everyone headed for home. There was talk of another attempt at plan ‘A’ – a walk from Bookham to The Cricketeers pub – possibly in a few months time when the weather may be good enough to permit sitting in the pub garden for lunch. Alternatively Sam was offering a BBQ in their garden, spit roast Roo was mentioned…!

Saturday 9th Feb was NW&PBS Open Show at The Sports Connexion with Adam Beral judging. There were eight entries with one absent on the day. There was a minor hiccup as we were scheduled first in the ring but Adam had been caught up in the chaos following an accident on the motorway so was unavoidably delayed. This was no great problem to the ACD exhibitors as word was quickly passed around so we gathered for a natter and prepared dogs in a leisurely fashion. Adam’s BOB was Denise and Sue’s Yarraman Takina to Drenoss, she is looking really good at the moment, seems to have matured and was so sound. RBOB was my Link (Blue Jamberoo at Morrow) he would have liked to have got to know Taka better! After judging nearly all the exhibitors retired to the little restaurant upstairs with the judge and continued nattering. Again this was a lovely day out with people who had previously only met on-line having the chance to put names and faces together.

I was very sorry to hear that Jack and Norma Digby lost Digger, Yaapeet Blue Dreamer Yarraman, on Valentines Day. He was bred by Anne Bourne out of Drenoss Blue Mallee at Yaapeet sired by Skippets Red Tomintoul at Yaapeet, born on 26th March 2000. Top ACD in 2006, sire of Champions Yarraman the Booroo and Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn, Digger was Jack and Norma’s first cattledog and was very much Jack’s companion. He was a lovely boy and I know he will be sadly missed.

Westminster Kennel Club Show was held in New York with Cattledogs in the ring on February 11, judged by Mr.James Reynolds. BOB was GCH Dawn Heir’s He’s The Boss; BOS was GCH Moonflys Maid For Show ; Select were GCH.Fair Dinkum’s Action Jaxson and Ch.Jems Cool Blue Diva. American-Bred Bitches 1/W was Silverdust Ice Blue Secret. There are videos of the breed judging on-line, accessed from the AKC website although I had difficulty getting the ACD one to play for me.

11th November 2012
The Australian Cattle Dog Society of GB held it’s annual Championship Show on Sunday 30th September at the Sports Connexion, Ryton on Dunsmore. There was a good entry of thirty-six for this year’s judge Mr.Ian Blackshaw and there were many comments about the very pleasant and relaxed atmosphere. Mr.Blackshaw found his BOB in Ms Kimberly Jebson’s import dog Am.Ch.Briarmoor’s Vagabond of Austmans. RBIS and BPIS was Gray & Guy’s Jahanghirs Brooklyn Heights and BOS was Ms T Roberts’ Garregddu Kamyiara.

Driffield on 20th September had one CC on offer which judge Mr.Steve Hall gave to his BB and BOB Mr.M.Presland and Miss M.Vincent’s Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn. RBB and RCC went to Miss T.Roberts Garregddu Kamyiara. BD was Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman The Patriot and RBD was Miss K.Jebson’s Am.Ch.Briarmoor’s Vagabond of Austmans (Imp). BP was Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Ozymandias. SWKA on 12th October had nine entries for Judge Jane Paradise with no CCs on offer. BB and BOB was Mr.M.Presland and Miss M.Vincent’s Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn with RBB going to Mr.K&Mrs.N.Digby’s AmCh.Kurpas Saving Grace is Yarramans (ImpUSA). BD went to Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman The Patriot, RBD was Mr.&Mrs.Britton’s Ch.Austmans Blue Picasso. BP was Mr.K.&Mrs.N.Digby’s Banana Bender Baciami Alfredo (Imp ITA).

On 21st October the ACDS of GB held a Fun Day in the form of a Triathlon at Oakwood Park Kennels. Despite the poor weather forecast there was a good turn out of people and dogs determined to enjoy themselves. The weather was kind and although cold, the rain held off until we were packing up. Brenda Bowgen organised this imaginative event, many thanks to her for her hard work and to our adjudicators in each section for their patience! All the dogs were entered in all three elements:- Obedience, Agility and a “Show” class. Points were awarded for each place and then the dog with most points overall was the winner. As dogs and handlers had more skill (and luck!) in different disciplines it was impossible to guess who would win overall. Final result was that Hilary and Miah won the Agility section, Kylie and Tooheys won the Obedience, Annie and Diesel won the Best Condition other than an ACD and Neil and Zebedee won the ACD breed and overall winners were Bob and Nori. Well done to them and many thanks to all who attended and made the day such a success. The object of the day was to have Fun but there was a profit from the entries and the raffle, which will go to ACD Welfare, your generosity is much appreciated.

W&PB of Scotland on November 3rd with no CCs had eight entries, one absent on the day. All bar two entries belonging to one owner and being imported dogs. BB and BOB went to Mr.K.&Mrs.N.Digby’s Am.Ch.Kurpas Saving Grace is Yarramans (Imp USA). RBB went to Mr.K.&Mrs.N.Digby’s Banana Bender Baciami Alfredo (Imp ITA). BD went to Banana Bender Conte De Cavour (Imp ITA), RBD and BP to St.Etienne’s Out of the Clear Blue Sky (Imp USA) both also owned by Mr.K.&Mrs.N.Digby.

I was very sorry to hear that another Founder Member of the Australian Cattle Dog Society of GB, Mrs.Marion Simpson-Wyeth passed away on the morning of November 7th. I know that Marion took it very hard when her husband Len died and then she found it difficult as her eyesight deteriorated very quickly over the last few years. Her much adored ACD Ranpura Billy Bluegum predeceased her and she also found that hard to come to terms with, I would like to think she is reunited with both of them. Her remaining ACD has, I believe, returned to her breeder.

Discover Dogs was held on November 10th and 11th at the usual venue of Earls Court. Many thanks to those who helped man the breed booth. It was lovely to meet Laura Holborrow and family with Alice, who were attending for the first time and were stars. Hilary and friend Melissa as well as Bob and Lorraine were on duty on Sunday. I was concerned with the number of people who were saying they had got an ACD or ACDX out of rescue. I am suspicious that not all were as described but certainly at least one was an ACD from what the owner told me. Luckily the dog seems to have a lovely home but it is worrying that there seem to be so many. Hilary said that Sunday was busy and they were the last stand in the row to be packing up after five o’clock, they had so many people still chatting to them.

If anyone is interested in a rescue dog, almost certainly ACDxBC, then I have contact details. He is, I am told, a nice boy but pulls too much on the lead and the new owner feels it is not safe for her to keep him. He is in Surrey at the moment. I also have two male ACDs, from different places, I will try and get photos when I have a minute and it’s not raining! Then I can post them on the ACDS of GB website. One dog is nearly three, the other coming up eleven. Both need experienced dog owners and I would probably recommend that they go with no children or older children only.

16th September 2012
Richmond Ch.Show entries improved dramatically this year with two CCs on offer and Mr.R.Searle judging. There were 25 entries with 5 absent on the day. BCC and BOB went to Ms.T.Roberts Garregddu Kamyiara, RBCC went to Mr.Presland and Miss Vincent’s Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn. The DCC went to Mrs.Colton, Mrs.Tune and Mrs.Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay For Rottalma. I believe this is his third making him a Champion, subject to KC approval. RDCC went to Mr.& Mrs.Britton’s Ch.Austmans Blue Picasso. BP went to Mr.& Mrs.Digby’s Banana Bender Baciami Alfredo (Imp). I was sorry to miss my most local show but with exquisite timing Cedar decided to have her puppies on my birthday so I stayed home to enjoy the new babies and the sunshine, wonderful!

Unfortunately the cheerful news from Richmond was blighted by the sad news that Mr.Keith Wild had been taken into hospital. It is with sorrow that I have to pass on the information that he died on Monday 10th September. I know that you will all join me in sending our deepest sympathy to his wife, Val. I hope to do a more complete tribute at a later date. I understand that the funeral will be on Friday 21st September, so these notes will appear after the event. However the funeral directors are Timeless Funeral Services, 265 – 267 Dumers Lane, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 2GN in case anyone wants to give a donation in his memory. I understand that donations will go to ACD Welfare.

Darlington Ch.Show, no CCs, had 3 entries for Mr.P.Harding with sadly 2 absent on the day. Colton, Tune and Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay For Rottalma was BD and BOB.

The ACDS of GB Championship Show will be held on 30th Sept at the Sports Connexion, Coventry. Entries have long since closed but if anyone is interested in meeting cattledogs and their owners, this is an opportunity to do so. I believe it is so useful for people who want to learn about a breed to attend a show, even if they have no interest in competing themselves, they can talk to people and ask questions as well as gain insight into the variation within the breed. Even if they decide that having met ACDs in the flesh they are not the breed they want, that is still useful information.

Don’t forget the ACDS of GB will be having another Fun Day on 21st October, to be held at Oakwood Park Kennels, Wokingham, Berkshire. This will take the form of a Triathlon – no, not cycling, swimming and running! Just a bit of obedience, agility and showing. The emphasis will be on having Fun with your dog. Directions can be found on the kennels website:- www.oakwoodparkkennels.co.uk Entry will be £3 per dog on the day, meet at 10.30 for 11.00 start and bring your own lunch, drinks will be available. Brenda Bowgen is organising so any queries to her on 01628 522013. This is another social event and again a good opportunity for people to learn more about the breed so spectators will be welcome.

22nd August 2012
South West Working and Pastoral Breeds Society has an Open Show at Clevedon in October. They have scheduled ACD classes if anyone is interested. Entries close on September 4th and schedules are available on-line. Otherwise contact Mr.Cyril Short on 01626 366836 for details.

I was so sorry to hear that Mrs.Marion Simpson-Wyeth has lost her beloved companion Ranpura Billy Bluegum at the beginning of August. He has been her constant protector, companion and guard since the loss of her husband, Len and with her deteriorating eye-sight Billy had taken on the role of guide, pushing her away from various things that might have tripped her up. Born on 17th October 1999, Billy was sired by Garregddu Adonis out of Marion's Drenoss Blue Darlene at Ranpura. Marion enjoyed showing Billy in breed classes and in later years, when she was unable to handle herself, watching him in the ring handled by someone else. She has only one dog now and Kimba is having to adjust to being "an only dog" having been raised by Billy and with him all her life. I know he will be sadly missed by both Marion and Kimba.

19th August 2012
An interesting article on dogs working spits also mentioned that someone in the States still has a working system where she uses her cattledogs to churn milk for cheese. Fascinating idea, productive exercise for dogs, sounds like a win-win situation!

I was so so sorry to hear that Harry Randall, who saved his girlfriend Gemily West when he pushed her out of the way of a hit and run driver, has lost his life. Such a terrible waste of human and animal life. At least the police have caught the culprit, some small consolation.

Paignton Ch.Show entries go up and down from year to year, this year was rather down but I understand that those who attended enjoyed their day. No CCs and the judge was Mr.Shaun Watson. BD & BOB went to Mrs.A.&Miss C.Hayles Angelarc Gulara, with RBD going to Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman The Patriot. BB went to Ms J.Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blu. Next year I believe we have a Breed Specialist judging, so might be another interesting day out, make a note on the diary.

Long time ACDS of GB Member Tessa Watts-Russell writes about her lurcher :- “Kizzy and I were awarded a Certificate and Rosette last night for the GOLD standard of the Kennel Club’s Good Citizen Test (to proudly display alongside the Foundation, Bronze and Silver achievements). We were ready to take the test last year but waited until now for others to join us to make it worthwhile for examiners to visit the Oundle and District Dog Training Society. Despite the midges biting to distract, Kizzy was a little treasure!” Tessa goes on to say that she visited a KC Agility Show at Rockingham, just up the road from her, relocated from its previous venue at Kelmarsh. Tessa is hoping it will stay at this venue so maybe we’ll see her and Kizzy in the agility ring. Well done on the Gold Award, that was good practice for your next ACD Tessa!

The ACDS of GB Newsletter was sent out about two weeks ago to all Members. If you’ve paid a membership but not received a copy do let me know and I will get one out to you. Entries have closed for the Society’s Championship Show which is on September 30th.

I know I have sent this before but it won’t hurt to remind everyone that Optigen are offering a 30% discount off DNA tests, paid for online, at Val Tiller’s next Optigen 20/20 Clinic on Tuesday 18th September, in Epsom, Surrey. ACDs are invited to be DNA tested for prcd-PRA. Clients may attend the clinic in person or be Postal Participants. Contact Val Tiller direct for further details and to book places: email: val.tiller@talk21.com or telephone: (01372) 273597.

Anyone looking for a bit of light reading might want to check out Amazon. They have information about a new novel “The Dog Stars” in which a post apocalyptic pilot flies a small plane around Colorado with his dog beside him. Apparently the author’s blue ACD was the inspiration for Jasper, the dog. A photo is included on the Amazon site.

WKC with two CCs had Mrs.S.Hewart-Chambers judging with twenty-five entries, six absent. BP, DCC & BOB went to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Ozymandias. RDCC went to her latest import Am.Ch.Briarmoor’s Vagabond Of Austmans. BCC, her second I believe, went to Mrs.N.Digby and Mr.A.Legge’s Bindi Blue Yarraman. RBCC went to Mr.K.& Mrs.N.Digby’s Banana Bender Baciami Alfredo (Imp) from Italy.

The ACDS of GB will be having another Fun Day on 21st October at Oakwood Park Kennels, Wokingham, Berkshire. This will take the form of a Triatholon – no, not cycling, swimming and running! Just a bit of obedience, agility and showing. Entry will be £3 per dog on the day, meet at 10.30 for 11.00 start and bring your own lunch, drinks will be available. Brenda Bowgen is organising so any queries to her on 01628 522013.

I have been notified that a very attractive looking (yes, I have seen a photo!) blue male ACD may be looking for a home. His current owner took him on as a young adult, he is now three, but has some issues that will come as no surprise to any experienced ACD person. He is neutered and is in the Cambridge area if anyone is interested. He will probably be posted on the ACDS of GB site although I am hoping that his current owner may be able to make some adjustments to allow him to remain with her.

17th July 2012
Janina Britton writes in an email that on the first of July Austmans Mandalay Bay was Best Puppy in Show at Ludlow & District Open Show. The judge was Mr.Coode (Warringah) and Janina was obviously very pleased with this result, saying that the puppy is such a happy girl. Nice to hear of an Open Show win, I do try and keep an eye out but don’t always spot them, well done.

East of England had fourteen entries with two CCs on offer, judge Mr.K.Baldwin. BCC & BOB went to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Spirit of the Wild, RBCC went to Ms J.Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blu. DCC went to The Late Mr. Mrs.Colton, Tune & Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay for Rottalma, RDCC to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Ozymandias and BP went to Mrs.K.Saenger’s Windrover Bullet Proof.

I don’t have all the details but I have heard that Sarah Price’s Bundi, aka Yarraman the Patriot, got Group 3 at their local Open Show on July 8th, well done and why don’t I have the full info Sarah??

The recent bad weather did not stop NW&PBS Championship Show but it certainly was not the lovely summer event that so many of us normally enjoy. The Committee had obviously taken on board the issues from last year, where rain also affected the show, and made changes to the layout and had tenting for some rings. I really do not envy the Societies organising these events, British weather is notoriously unpredictable but this is getting beyond a joke. There were two CCs with Mr.V.Salt judging an entry of thirty-four, eight absent on the day. DCC & BOB went to Mrs.J.& Mr.W.Britton’s Ch.Austmans Blue Picasso, RDCC went to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Ozymandias. BCC went to Mr.K.& Mrs.N.Digby’s Am.Ch.Kurpas Saving Grace is Yarramans (Imp), RBCC went to Mrs.N.Digby & Mr.A.Legge’s Bindi Blue Yarraman.. B.Vet.was Mr.K.& Mrs.N.Digby’s Yaapeet Blue Dreamer Yarraman.

Noreen Clark arrived in the UK the week before the show and I have had a lot of fun playing tour guide for her. We have talked about many things but surprisingly little about Cattledogs – until the show at least! It was very interesting to have her thoughts on the dogs in the ring as well as to listen to her talking about the origins of our breed in Australia. Whether one agrees or disagrees with all she says, listening to someone with her experience was fascinating. She has talked to people close to the beginnings of our breed and has had hands on original documents that have influenced her writing for her book. I wish that we had been able to organise a day with her rather than squeezing in a few hours at a show but her trip was not arranged around our show calendar, so the timing was the best we could do without asking people to spend more time and money on travelling. Noreen has asked me to thank all of you for making her welcome and listening to what she had to say.

Cat Rush was at NW&PBS with a boxful of wonderful calendars that she has put together. They start from now ( July ) and run to July next year. An extremely professional finish with photographs sent to her by numerous people, collated to an excellent display. She has put a lot of care and effort into producing these calendars and they are truly super, well done Cat.

I was horrified to hear about the young woman and her boyfriend in California who were severely injured by a hit and run driver. Gemily West and Harry Randall were walking home from the park at night with her four Australian Cattle Dogs when the car ploughed into them. Harry pushed Gemily to one side and it is believed he probably saved her life but lost his leg in the process. All four dogs were killed, such a horrible tragedy.

1st July 2012
Border Union with one CC, had five entries for Mr.Peter Bailey. BD & CC went to Miss K. Jebson’s new import from the USA, Am.Ch.Briarmoor’s Vagabond TAF. RBD was Mesdames Colton, Tune & Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay for Rottalma who also took the RCC. BB went to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Chases Dreams and RBB was Ms M.Slaven & Mr.R Wilkie’s IrCh.Yarraman Star Sapphire at Dartbrook SHCM. BP was Miss K. Jebson’s Austmans Ozymandias.

Poor Blackpool, I really feel for their show committee as well as all the exhibitors and trade stand holders who had a horrendous weekend. I’m sure there will be a lot of serious discussion at committee meetings as Blackpool try and plan to outwit the British weather for future shows. It is a show too far for me but I know it is very popular so hope they can get a plan in place to keep the show going.

Given the terrible weather the previous day we were pleasantly surprised that our ACD Herding Day was just right – not too hot and not too cold. We had a couple of light showers but that just freshened the air and kept the dogs cool. Didn’t please Arthur, the Cirneco, too much though. We had a good turnout and a really interesting day, Kylie will hopefully do a more detailed write-up but dogs and people seemed to enjoy themselves, just the sheep appearing to want to be somewhere else! I have posted pictures on Facebook for those who want to have a look and get an impression of what was going on. Nij Vyas has also put a short write up on his blog page. There was a lot of talk about having another herding day, including interest from those in Scotland so keep an eye out for future events, it is well worth while attending just from the point of view of learning about dog behaviour and handling even if you have no intention of working stock.

Windsor was blessed with good weather on the Working and Pastoral Day and not too bad for the remaining days. It was clear how much the ground had suffered from the Windsor Horse Show at the beginning of May, various patches of soil with no grass growing had obviously been rolled flat to give a useable surface so long as it stayed dry. The show layout was slightly altered too, I presume also to help avoid the previously muddy areas. First time for ACD classes at Windsor (no CCs) and there were eleven entries for Mrs.Celia Vines, the only absentee being my bitch who had come into season the day before. While I could perhaps have taken her anyway, travelling with two males in my car as well as her just didn’t bear thinking about! As it is, despite travelling together perfectly amicably for nearly three years, Link has decided that he can’t stand the sight of Tully any more, so an in-season bitch would have just been too many hormones. I had a particularly good day as BD and BOB was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow.

If you’re going to go BOB and wait for the Group (which we got chucked out of, no surprise there) how nice to be near home so you can relax and enjoy the sunshine and the company. RBD was Mrs.H.Powell’s Yarraman Masked Blue – didn’t please Link at all to have Tully following him around the ring! BB was Mrs.E.Gray & Mrs.L.Guy’s Jahanghirs Red Oktoba with RBB Mr.R.K.& Mrs.L.Greenhill’s Jahanghirs Echo Falls Blue At Aurdu. BP was Mrs.E.Gray & Mrs.L.Guy’s Jahanghirs Brooklyn Heights, shame he didn’t make the shortlist in the Pastoral Puppy Group as I thought he looked really good, but maybe I’m biased.

Schedules are out for the ACDS of GB Champ Show in September. They have been posted to ACDS Members I believe and are available on the ACDS of GB website. Do please note the new Show Secretary when you are sending your entries in – especially if you leave it to the last minute as your entry may not get to her in time if it has to be redirected. Entries to Ms S.Price, 4 Bridget Drive, Sedbury, Chepstow, Mon NP16 7AR.

I was very pleased to receive an email from Mimi Davies, who describes herself as the companion of Blue Boy Davies. Blue is a three year old ACD who is in the last stages of his SARDA training. Mimi says they are on line to graduate in the Lake District in January 2013, if everything goes according to plan, and that Blue is the only ACD to get this far in Mountain SARDA training. She says she doesn’t know about Lowland SARDA training, maybe someone could tell us if an ACD has qualified there?

There are currently only 27 graded/qualified SARDA dogs in the country so, as Mimi says, he would be part of an elite group. If anyone wants to have a look they can go to www.sardaengland.org.uk and then go to the Members / trainee page. I hope we hear more of him including successful qualification, good luck and well done on your achievements so far. I know ACDs have been involved in rescue training overseas and one was trained in the UK as a cadaver search dog, somewhere I have a picture of an ACD searching a river from a boat scenting for a body! Very different from their original purpose as a stock dog.

12th June 2012
Southern Counties had Patsy Hollings judging with no CCs, sadly only three dogs entered. I wonder if the fact that it was the Jubilee four day weekend that had an effect, I know we were much busier work-wise than we thought might be the case. BB and BOB went to Mr.R.&Mrs L. Greenhill’s Jahanghirs Echo Falls Blue at Aurdu. RBB was Ms J.Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blu and BD was Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman The Patriot.

I really wasn’t looking forward to Three Counties after all the rain during the previous week, there were some rumours that cars might need to be towed into the carpark, never mind out. However despite a gusty wind and grey sky to start it turned out to be quite pleasant and we escaped the worst of the weather which hit mid Wales badly later in the day. There was a good entry of twenty, three absent on the day, for Mrs.P.Chetwynd. Lovely to see her looking well and relaxed for a change and she said she enjoyed her day. I know she was very patient with our newer exhibitors, giving them time to settle themselves, never mind their dogs! BCC, her first, and BOB went to Miss A.Walton & Mr.R.Fellini’s Warrigal Blue Without You. Not bad for a bitch who has lost a lot of weight and is looking so much better for it, as well as having been rehomed in the first place. Well done. RBCC went to Miss T.Roberts Garregddu Kamyiara. I was especially pleased about the DCC winner as that was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow CDX.UD, his second CC. RDCC went to Miss C.Rush & Mr.R.Frisby’s Yarraman Noah. First showdog, first show, first place and RCC – not bad going! BP went to Mr.P.& Mrs.C. Punton’s Austmans Melbourne Mayhem. It was great to have time to chat for once, and to put faces to names from the ACD site on-line, hope to see you all again soon.

Border Union, one CC on offer, has an entry of five for Mr.P.Bailey and Blackpool, where there are two CCs, has a respectable twenty-one entries for Mrs.S.Searle. I hope the weather will have improved for Blackpool, they really don’t need a repeat of the horrible storms and collapsing tents that occurred a couple of years ago. Fingers crossed for them. It will be interesting to see what sort of entry that Windsor gets with classes for the first time but no CC’s.

Hilary Powell with Miah and Kylie Birch with Finn attended the week long Agility Event at Mapledurham with some success. I understand that Hilary bullied Kylie into competing in a class rather than just training it and as a result Kylie and Finn got first place, hopefully the first of many. Miah managed a second place that day but later in the week they entered a couple more classes and Miah collected two very nice first place rosettes. Miah also managed to collect enough points to make her a Steeplechase Champion. I believe this is a UKA title not KC but I still think it may be a first for cattledogs in the UK, perhaps someone can tell me? Miah did however decide to keep Hilary on her toes by doing something completely different – leaving the course half way round to collect her ball from the box at the start line! As this is a disqualification Hilary wasn’t exactly thrilled with Miah but found it hard to be cross as Miah looked so pleased with herself. As Hilary said, even at nearly eight years old Miah still can surprise her!

29th May 2012
Another change of travel plan, as well as the clash with East of England Pastoral day, mean that I am going to stick with Plan A and have a busy day at NW&PBS Championship Show. Thank you to those who gave feedback regarding the possible alternative and apologies to those who still will be unable to attend for one reason or another. Noreen Clark (author of “A Dog Called Blue” ) will be doing a presentation on the History and Development of the ACD in Australia at NW&PBS’s show. The cost will be £7 to anyone who has entered a dog for competition at the show (£6 to Members of the ACDS of GB) and £14 to everyone else (£13 Members of the ACDS of GB). Thank you to Mr.Mick Taylor, Show Manager, who has very kindly put ACDS first in the ring so we will be able to concentrate on one thing at a time – apart from those of you who have two breeds, sorry guys, not much I can do there. As well as her presentation Noreen is prepared to help anyone who wants to critically evaluate their own ACD. She does not judge and may have a different perspective on the breed given her experience and research.

The ACDS of GB Committee would like to thank Lesley and Robert Wright for allowing us to hold the Society’s Picnic and Games Day at their lovely home, Shurnock Brake Farm. Despite some dreadful weather leading up to the event, at one point cancellation was discussed, the event went ahead and we enjoyed fabulous weather. It was well attended by members and some non- members who had an interest in our wonderful breed. There were some 30 dogs present, the full range, reds, blues, puppies to veterans and some guest breeds, all were welcome. The day started with the warm up musical sits to the dulcet tones of Rolf Harris. After knocking out some serious competitors who were distracted by the food table it was a close run thing for the final placings. Bindi kept the flag flying for ACDs by coming first but was closely followed by Keira the lab. Stuart Thornley’s BSD was third and Sarah’s Bundi fourth. We then had an introduction to Rally-O by Carole Thornley, after a detailed explanation she gave each participant one to one instruction, she was very encouraging. Everyone was given the opportunity to compete in the Rally competition, it proved to be very popular and Carole commented on the high standard displayed and thought that everyone would be capable of competing in an Open Rally competition. Fourteen dogs took part in our competition, Stella Smyth’s Link took the first place, Adam Beral’s Kula took second, Hilary Powell’s Miah took third and Esther Lunardi’s Roo took fourth – well done.

Whilst the Rally instruction was underway seventeen dogs took part in Tennis Ball Bobbing. They had 30 seconds to retrieve as many tennis balls as they could. Without exception every one of them tried to initially drink the paddling pool dry. Hilary Powell’s Miah came first with a score of 8, Sarah Price’s Kina came second with 6, Neil Thurleys Ku’a came joint third with Sarah Price’s Bundy with a score of 5. Thank you to Lorraine Gardner who ran the Agility over lunch and into the afternoon. Lorraine gave some valuable individual instruction to some of the handlers who had young and inexperienced dogs. Lorraine wanted a special mention for Jenny Wright’s Muppet who she said was the most improved of the day. Also, Keira the Labrador was the Best Veteran. Winning the agility competition with a time of 24.25 seconds was Hilary Powell’s Miah, second with a time of 26.31 seconds was Bob Murrell’s Nooree and third with a time of 27.06 seconds was Lesley Plant’s Bindi.

After Lunch we did the Raffle and then Wendy Broughton had donated 4 lovely ACD mugs, which Norma Digby auctioned for ACD Rescue. She also auctioned a pair of sought after ACD nodding dogs, the winning bid being made by Denise Cartwright who sportingly split them with Cat Rush.

We separated the dogs and bitches and played catch a sausage (actually small piece of hot dog). Most had a natural ability but the most gentle was Norma Digby’s Digger who sat with his mouth open expecting it to simply float in, his look of surprise and disappointment when it fell short and landed on the floor was a sight to see. We had two finalists; representing the bitches was Hilary Powell’s Miah (handled by a guest) and Neil Thurley’s Zeb represented the Dogs and won overall.

The last game was retrieve the sausage. A sausage was put on the ground, the dog was sent out to it and required to bring it back to the handler – some chance! It was hilarious watching the handlers trying to get the dogs to bring the sausage back, from pleasant encouragement, to frustration to rugby tackles. However, against all odds Judith Tyrrell’s Rigsby returned an almost intact sausage and flying the flag for the ACD’s was Esther Lunardi’s Roo in second place. We ended the day with the presentations. Everyone seemed to have had a nice time and we look forward to next year. Should anyone have anything they would like to see included or can offer to share or demonstrate a talent then please get in touch.

The National Dog Show, with CCs, had Mr. Jeff Horswell judging an entry of 17 with 1 absent. BCC and BOB went to Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn owned by Mr.M.Presland and Miss M. Vincent. RBCC went to Ms M.Slaven & Mr.K Wilkie’s IrCh.Yarraman Star Sapphire at Dartbrook SHCM. DCC winner was Ch.Austmans Blue Picasso owned by Mrs.J.&Mr.W.Britton, RDCC was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow. BP was Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Ozymandias.

SKC, with CCs, had an entry of 15 for Mr.J.Luscott, 1 absent on the day. BCC and BOB went to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Chases Dreams, her third CC I believe thus making her up subject to KC approval. RBCC went to Mr.K.&Mrs.N.Digby’s import AmCh.Kurpas Saving Grace is Yarramans. DCC went to Yippie Ki Yay For Rottalma owned by The Late Mr.& Mrs.Colton, Tune & Bonser. RDCC went to another import this time Miss K.Jebson’s AmCh.Briarmoor’s Vagabond. BP also went to an import, Mr.K.&Mrs.N.Digby’s Banana Bender Baciami Alfredo.

Bath Show, no CCs, apparently only had 2 ACDs entered with 1 absent on the day. Jeri Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blue was 1st in PGD/B, BB and BOB for judge Mr.C.D.Ashmore.

Sad to see that Southern Counties, again no CCs, also has a low entry of only 3 dogs while Three Counties, with CCs, has an entry of 20 for Mrs.P.Chetwynd.

Not strictly ACD news but an experienced ACD owner with her new lurcher, Tessa Watts-Russell was thrilled to win a shield at her local DTC for Best Dog in their Gold Training Class. Lurchers aren’t always the easiest dogs to train for things other than hunting but I guess those years of working with cattledogs have paid off! Well done to Tessa and Kizzy – hope to see you in the Obedience Competition at the ACDS show next year!

Another nice bit of news came from Hilary Powell who inadvertently entered a class she didn’t intend at a recent Agility event. It turned out to be a good mistake as Miah qualified for the finals in a competition which involves two dogs doing the same course at the same time but starting from opposite ends of the arena. Sounds like a challenge at the best of times, never mind when one competitor is an ACD and we all know how they believe they rule the world! Hilary was cursing as not only had she not intended entering this particular class but it was a knock-out and she had to run seven times with very painful foot! What is it they say? No pain, no gain? Ha!Ha! Good job I’m out of hitting range at the moment! Well done to Hilary and Miah, good luck in the final at the end of the year, hope the foot is up to it!

24th April 2012
The AGM of the ACDS of GB was held at the GDBA Centre at Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. It was good to see some new faces along with the regulars. There have been suggestions that another event should be held with the AGM, as has been done in the past. This has been found to put pressure on the meeting and can prevent people having time to discuss agenda items fully, not to mention that the Committee usually have a meeting after the AGM too – even if only to discuss the date of the next meeting! We did intend to have something else going on but for various reasons it was not practical this year so watch this space for next year! The Society has a new Secretary having had to reluctantly accept Mrs.Pearl Chetwynd’s resignation. She has worked hard for the Society for a number of years (since 2004 I think? Don’t quote me as I haven’t looked it up) and has continued despite the extra pressures of Jack’s untimely passing. We wish her all the best for the future and hope that when she has collected her thoughts and enjoyed a little peace and quiet we will see her at the shows again. I know that Pearl will be there to support our new Secretary, Mr. Adam Beral, as he takes over. Other changes in Committee roles will be up on the Society website.

The ACDS of GB Open Show was held in bright sunshine, despite some less than favourable weather forecasts! There were thirty seven entries for breed judge Mr.Gary Gray (Slatehouse) and twenty-three Ltd Obedience entries for Mrs.Celia Vines. BB and BIS was Mrs.L.Wright’s Yarraman Dare to Rock at Coright, RBB was Mr.Dunn & Miss Wright’s Yarraman Stockmans Secret. BD, RBIS and BOS was Miss K.Jebson’s Ramelia Magnetic Blue with Austmans, RBD was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow. BPIS was D.Cartwright & S.Burdett’s Yarraman Takina to Drenoss. Best Vet. was Mdmes Colton,Tune & Bonser’s Austmans Brisbane Beaut of Rottalma.

I think I entertained the Judge and Steward with my NFC round with Dusty, my mini-daxi pup! We enjoyed ourselves and I was pleased that he was not too overawed by the whole thing. PreBeg. was won by Mrs.L.Plant’s Red Bindi who also looked like she was enjoying herself! First in Beginners was Kylie Birch and Aust.Ch.Crystalledge Waratah Boy, second was Mrs.Plant’s Red Bindi, third was Mrs.Lunardi’s Surlson Stanley and fourth Mr.Murrell’s Angelarc Nooree. Novice was won by Miss L.Gardner’s Kiyonari Look No Further, second was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow, third was Kylie and Aust.Ch.Crystalledge Waratah Boy with fourth Mr.Murrell’s Angelarc Nooree. We had five entries in Class A, the first time we have run this class, although sadly two were unable to attend on the day. No placings were awarded as the three competitors failed scent – interestingly two of them picking the same wrong cloth. However all enjoyed having the opportunity to test their dogs at this level where none of them had competed before, useful practice for the future.

All in all there was a good atmosphere and it was an enjoyable day out. Both judges were very easy to work with and I know our new exhibitors particularly, found it helpful to have patient judges. A huge thanks to both judges, it does make such a difference and encourages people to exhibit again.

Hilary Powell has been out in Agility again with Miah, Morrow Blue Flyer - could I have picked a better name for an agility dog?! They achieved one second and two third placings at Mapledurham having not done much by way of practice. Well done and hope that those last points for your UK Ch. come quickly.

I was sorry that I was unable to get to the Agility Day held by Jackie Tune recently. I understand it was very popular and much fun was had by all. I have suggested before that surely we have enough Agility enthusiasts to be able to field a team, maybe one day. It is not something that I am keen to compete at but I do enjoy watching my dogs enjoy doing it!

We have an ACD Picnic and Games Day on Sunday 6th May, I have mentioned it previously. Held at the home of Lesley and Robert Wright, which is a super venue as those who have come along before will agree. The timetable for the day should be up on the ACD website. We start at 10.00 for tea / coffee followed by Musical Sits and a Sausage Catch then we will have coaching for Rally Obedience by guest instructors. They will then do a competition for us so we can see how good we really are – or not! Hilary Powell did well to put together a course last year but as none of us had tried it before we’re not sure that we followed the rules, it was fun though! We will also have an Agility Competition in the afternoon as well as a couple of other games. This is also an opportunity to meet other owners and dogs and ask questions. Bring a picnic lunch, tea and coffee will be available and raffle prizes welcome.

Noreen Clark (Tirlta ACD) will be in the UK in July as mentioned in earlier notes. Her finalised schedule means she will be in the UK sooner than anticipated so I was intending arranging her presentation the weekend before NW&PB Champ show so as to make a more leisurely day. However, as is the way of these things, I have realised that will clash with the new dates for East of England. Typical, fifty two weeks in the year but everything is on the same few weekends! Anyway it would be useful to know whether people would prefer to stick to plan A and have a busy day at NW&PB Show or go for B and have a relaxed day at Stonehouse where there is a hall available. A quick phone call or email would be appreciate with your thoughts.

There were four ACDs entered at Working & Pastoral Breeds Association of Wales show, no CCs, judge Mrs. C.Moffat. BD & BOB was Mr.&Mrs.Britton’s Ch.Austmans Blue Picasso, RBD was Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman the Patriot. BP and BB was Mr.&Mrs.Britton’s Austmans Mandalay Bay with RBB Mrs.J.Hughes Garregddu Just Ruby Lady.

18th March 2012
Crufts has come and gone and now the dust is settling regarding the high profile breeds and the vet. checks. It was an interesting show for Cattledogs with overseas exhibits competing along side our UK residents. Denise Cartwright (Drenoss) breed specialist of many years, had an excellent entry of forty-six dogs. Most were blue with only, I think, four red. DCC and BOB went to ITA/INT Ch.Queblue Aussie Icon bred in Australia by Flora McKeown but now residing in Italy. RDCC went to my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow. BCC went to Kimberly Jebson’s Austmans Chases Dreams with the RBCC going to Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn owned by Mr.M. & Miss M. Presland and Vincent. As in interesting observation four of the five dog classes were won by Yarraman bred dogs while the bitch classes were won by Austman’s breeding. The odd one out in the dog classes was the DCC and BOB winner. Make of that what you will!

It was good to catch up with a number of old friends, some I expected to see and others not. I was pleased to met a gentleman I spoke to years ago who had Bushranger at Drenoss, sadly no longer with us and I was sorry that I missed another family who have a blue boy of my breeding, would have been great to chat to them too. It was nice to finally have the ACD benches facing the ring and near to hand, goodness knows how many hundreds of times anyone helping on the Breed Stand has had to give directions to people (both exhibitors and visitors) desperately searching for benching! Quite sweet to see all dogs from one kennel benched side by side, interesting from a spectator’s point of view as the similarity in type from one kennels can be seen. Maybe that’s something that should be done at all benched shows, might help people learning about the breed. Although I suppose that Crufts is really the only show where the majority of dogs are on the benches for a considerable period of time.

Speaking of learning, thanks to all those who helped man the Discover Dogs stand over the four days. It can be quite hard work when there is a constant stream of people asking questions about the dogs and wanting to pat them. I spoke to quite a few Aussies this year, more I think than usual at Crufts but maybe that was just coincidence. Rather worrying, at least to me, were the people who have what they believe to be ACD crosses who wanted to know more about ACDs as they thought that might help them with their dog. I have had the occasional enquiry along those lines before but in my stint on DD I was aware of at least three enquiries this year.

I wasn’t sure how I felt about the high profile breed vet checks before the show. However discovering that Alison Skipper, long time owner and devotee of ACDs, was one of the vets put a different perspective on it for me. I know that Alison (and I’m sure the same applies to Will Jeffel although I don’t know him) has nothing but the best interests of dogs in mind. Having read her write up and thought further about it, I do believe that this is a step in the right direction, the improvement has to start somewhere, sometime and it is long overdue. I know it will take time to correct the conditions that are involved and I feel for the breeders involved. It was great to see nine of the fifteen breeds pass their health check and enter the main ring to give a good account of themselves in the groups.

20th February 2012
AGM Notice has been sent out to all Members of the ACDS of GB, if you’ve paid membership but not received anything please contact Pearl Chetwynd 01497 820567. There are still opportunities for people to assist on the Discover Dogs Stand and the ACD Breed Stand at Crufts, contact Norma Digby 01948 841302 for the first and me for the second. The only requirement for Discover Dogs is that your dog be able to represent the breed in a sensible manner and cope with all the hustle and bustle of the show. You need to be able to answer all the questions you asked when you went looking for your ACD in the first place!

Schedules are available for the ACDS of GB Open Breed Show and Limited Obedience Show on 1st April at Tollerton. I am sure details are on the Society’s website if required. Breed Judge is Gary Gray (Slatehouse) and Obedience Judge is Mrs.Celia Vines (Parvodene) entries close on 3rd March.

I knew that Keith Wild had to withdraw from judging at Manchester due to his health not being too good but only found out afterwards that Val was taken ill that day too and rushed to hospital. I do hope that both are back on their feet by now and wish them a healthier rest of the year. I also knew that Pearl Chetwynd’s Meaghan, Curdeleon Red Velvet, was showing her age at nearly 16. Sadly Pearl had to let her go a few weeks ago as life had just become too much for her. Meaghan was in the first litter bred by Jack and Pearl on 12th May 1996. Sired by Warrigal Blue Sydney out of Rafaell Rustique Red by Curdeleon, sister to Blue and Kimberly Jebson’s Ellie, these three were true ambassadors for the breed in the show ring for many years. Among many show wins Meaghan was RBIS at the ACDS Breed Show behind her son, Curdeleon the Antipodean under Australian judge Connie Redhead. Meaghan has been a constant companion and support to Pearl since Jack’s passing and I know she will also be missed by her brother Blue. There are so many memories tied up in our beloved oldies, I hope you remember the good times, sympathy on your loss.

A little foreign news for you. Westminster Kennel Club Show was held recently at Madison Square Garden. ACD Judge was Mrs.Kimberly Meredith-Cavanna. So far as I can see there were eight ACD entered with one absent on the day. BOB was GCH Carben Copy’s If The Shoe Fits, a red male bred by Heather Warn and Tracy Carlton, owned by Joyce Rowland, Dee McNeil and Kelli Watkins. Res. (or BOS – not certain of the title) was GCH Broussard’s Annie Get Your Gun, a blue bitch bred by Bob Peniston and owned by James Lee Jr and Breneda Broussard. Third in the line-up was GCH Duwest Jackrabbit RN bred by Lori Pruett and owned by Amy Turner. The Westminster website should have results and video up by now if anyone wants to have a closer look.

23rd January 2012
Kimberly Jebson had a successful day with her Eye-Testing Clinic, I gather there were about thirty dogs, fifteen of them at least being Cattle Dogs. I’m pleased to hear that there were good results for them too. Although we know that our main worry is PRA and that we have DNA tested to avoid producing affected animals, it is still a relief to have KC/BVA clear eye certificates as well.

There was a change of judge for Manchester Championship Show as Keith Wild decided that he had to take his doctor’s advice and stay home. I am sure he was very upset to be unable to judge and that you will join me in sending best wishes for a speedy recovery. Mr.Stuart Mallard judged with 18 entries (5 absent). BD and BOB went to Kimberly Jebson’s Ch.Austmans Real Riot with RBD going to Mrs.Colton, Mrs.Tune and Mrs.Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay For Rottalma. BB was Kimberly Jebson’s Austmans Chases Dreams and RBB was her Austmans Aftershock. BP was Mr.& Mrs.Digby’s Yarraman Jacob.

Schedules are up on the ACDS of GB website for the Open Breed Show and Limited Obedience Show on Sunday 1st April. Notice of the AGM will be sent out to all Members in the next week or two, don’t forget that if you want to put in a claim for the Society’s points trophies then the forms have to be back to Norma Digby in plenty of time for them to be counted. Norma is also the contact for Discover Dogs at Crufts, which is coming around far too fast, let her know if you would like to help out: tel 01948 841302.

I have a red ACD bitch, about five years old, recently come to me for re-homing. She was on the ACDS website at the end of last year but only came to me a couple of weeks ago. She looks very like a bitch that we had a year ago and I would love to know where these dogs came from. It would be so handy if they had been microchipped by their breeders – but I guess maybe their breeders don’t want to know where they are now. So sad.

30th December 2011
Apologies for the lack of notes there are other demands on my time that take precedence. Since I’ve only had one comment on their absence I guess they’re not much missed anyway! I know there have been one or two shows since I last wrote but I’m afraid I don’t have the details to hand and I’m sure the results and probably the judges’ reports will have long since appeared somewhere in the paper. I attended LKA but without dogs and found the atmosphere rather lacking. Not so many trade stands it seemed and of course all the Christmas parties have long since been banned thanks to health and safety. I found one of the stand holders stewarding in the ring as she said that it wasn’t worth her while to jump through the hoops that the NEC insist on regarding loading and unloading and access for tradestands. So sad. On a brighter note, there were some cattledogs entered in AVNSC Pastoral and I believe they managed to gather a few placings between them. Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman the Patriot was second in PGD and first in GCD. Mrs.Holborrow’s Austmans Blue Judo was first in JB while Mr.N.Thurley’s Austmans Fire’N Ice was second in PGB and first in GCB. Mr.Dunn and Miss Wright’s Yarraman Stockmans Secret was second in OB. I was a little surprised that more ACDs weren’t entered this year, especially as the GSDs had their own classes, they often do well at this show.

There have been a few enquiries regarding points forms for the ACDS of GB Annual trophies. These are normally sent out either with the December newsletter or with the notice of the AGM that will come out around the end of January I believe. If anyone is desperate for one they can either email me and I can forward one (I found I still have it in my email from last January) or they can contact Kimberly who is prepared to print off some and take them to Manchester Show. I can’t remember when they need to be returned but obviously the sooner the better to allow for counting up of points before the AGM. Anyone who has a trophy will need to dust it off (please!) ready for return to the AGM or before. Norma Digby is the Trophy Steward so everything pertaining to trophies should go to her. Bob Murrell has taken on the job of Membership Secretary so I know has emailed out to remind us that renewals are due. Again, the sooner this can be done, the easier it is to keep track. I’d better go and check whether I still have a standing order in place!

Val Tiller is organising her very efficient Optigen DNA test session again. The next 20/20 Clinic is on Tuesday 7th February in Epsom, Surrey. The discount offered by Optigen is 30%. Clients may attend the clinic in person or be Postal Participants. Contact Val Tiller direct for further details and to book places: email val.tiller@talk21.com or telephone 01372 273597

Kimberly Jebson is organising BVA Eye Testing on 14th January at Farm Cottage, Reedham Lane, New York, Coningsby, Lincolnshire, LN4 4RX. Vet Mr.Paul McPherson BVMS. Please contact Kimberly for details and booking 01526 344808. Apologies for the short notice, I had filed this to send and then not got around to notes, still I am sure the network will have passed the word around.

9th October 2011
A few days away has thrown me completely and I’ve lost track of what notes I’ve written so apologies if I’ve missed anything or am saying the same thing twice! Darlington Ch. Show (no CCs) had only three entries (one absent) for Mrs.Cosme. Both present were dogs, BD and BOB went to Mrs.Colton, Mrs.Tune & Mrs.Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay for Rottalma and RBD was Mr.& Mrs.Donnelly’s Drenoss Call Me Bond at Heelerhill.

No better an entry at Driffield (no CCs) where there were again two present for judge Mrs.J.Swann, one of each sex this time. BD & BOB went to Mr.J.Carruthers Ch.Yarraman The Booroo ShCM and BB went to Mr.& Mrs.Digby’s Yarraman There Can Be Only One.

I heard sometime ago but cannot remember if I mentioned in these notes, that Jean Scheja had died. I don’t suppose that many current ACD people will know but she was a supporter of Australian Cattle Dogs in the early days. Just prior to the Champ Show I heard the tragic news that John Wright, husband of Sonia – long time ACD owners – was killed by a hit and run driver. Such an awful thing to happen, I am sure you will all join me in sending our sympathy to Sonia and family at this sad, sad time.

The ACDS of GB Ch.Show had Mrs.E.Happaaniemi (Finland) judging. There were 43 entries with 5 NFC and 5 Absent. Best Veteran, DCC and BIS went to Miss K.Jebson & Ms R.Kaye’s Ch. Austmans Caledonia Chaos. RDCC & RBIS went to D.Cartwright & S.Burdett’s Ch.Tarilly Access All Areas at Drenoss. BCC & BOS went to Mr.A.Legge’s Bindi Blue Yarraman with RBCC going to Mrs.L.Wright’s Ch.Yarraman Dare to Rock at Coright. BPIS was Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans High Time.

Discover Dogs is coming up at Earls Court in November on the 12th & 13th. If anyone is interested in helping out then do email or phone me, details below. All that is required is a dog which is a reasonable example of an Australian Cattle Dog who has good manners in a busy, noisy environment and a handler with lots of patience to answer the same questions over and over again! It can be good fun and an interesting outing but also pretty tiring.

Another sad loss, this time for Wendy Broughton who lost her ACD Cody at 16 years. The gap they leave takes some filling, they are such characters.

The ACDCA Specialty was held recently and the results are up on their website. A few of the highlights are as follows:- BOB Ch.Pioneer’s Queen of Hearts; BOW Shadybrooks Cool Water at Kurpas; BOS GCH Briarmoor’s Quips and Quotes; Select Dog GCH Dawnheir’s He’s the Boss; Select Bitch Ch.Kokopellias So Be It; and AOMs to GCH Castle Butte Desert Drifter, CH. Call Me Real Havana and GCH Littleflock My Deliverer.

15th September 2011
An email from Janinah Britton confirms that Austmans Blue Picasso gained his third CC at the WKC, thus giving him the title Champion, subject to KC confirmation, congratulations.

What a difference a CC makes. Richmond Ch.Show had its first ACD classes this year and also a CC on offer. Instead of the normal two or, if we were really lucky three, ACDs we had the princely number of nine entered. My bitch was in full season so stayed home but the rest were present. I was actually surprised that there were not a few more entries for judge Mrs.J.Peak (Bayard). She found her CC winner and BOB in the dog, Misses Jebson and Kaye’s Ch.Austmans Caledonia Chaos with the ResCC going to the bitch, Miss Jebson’s Ch.Ramelia Infra Red. The first time reds have taken both honours I believe. RBD was Mr.and Mrs.Britton’s Ch.Austmans Blue Picasso and RBB was Mr.and Mrs.Digby’s Mudgee Blue Yarraman. I heard a rumour that this is the last time the show will be held at this venue, can’t say I’m sorry if that is correct as I have never really liked it. However I understand it is moving to the showground at Newbury and it does seem a shame to take it further west. I like Newbury, and it is very easy for me to get to, but it seems a pity not to have a championship show in the South East – or is there one I’ve forgotten? Southern Counties moved from Ardingly to Newbury and seems to have gone from strength to strength so perhaps Richmond organisers are hoping to do the same. Or maybe it was just a rumour, I’m sure someone will enlighten me eventually!

Noreen Clark, Australian Cattle Dog breeder and author of the book “A Dog Called Blue” will be in the UK next year. Her visit will be in July and include the weekend of NW&PB Ch.Show. She is prepared to do a presentation on the History and Development of the Australian Cattle Dog, illustrated with slides. While she does not judge she is also prepared to do one on one assessments of dogs with their owners. She is keen to try and help people to assess their own animals from a breeding value point of view which I believe will be very interesting – although it doesn’t mean that all will agree with her point of view!

I am trying to organise a suitable time and place for this to be held. I will be enquiring about the possibility of using a venue on or near the showground at Malvern but am concerned that might not be practical. I would like to know whether people would be interested and able to attend if I were to arrange something during the week either before or after National Working Breeds rather than on that weekend. A phone call or email to the address below would be appreciated.

Stella Smyth 0118 9793399 or morrow.acd@btinternet.com

25th August 2011
The ACDS Annual Funday was held on 30th July at the beautiful home of Robert and Lesley Wright. It seems a lifetime ago now, where has the month gone? I have to say that I was not looking forward to it as it is always such a busy time here and there seem to be a few minor niggles beforehand. It turned out to be a lovely day, with good weather and plenty of entertainment for those who took part and I was glad I had made the effort to attend. I had two of my own dogs (well, one is officially mine the other is supposed to be looking for a home!) along for the day and for once had time to walk and enjoy having them along. It was great to see puppies out meeting the world in a relaxed and enjoyable setting. Very nice too to have the opportunity to meet new owners of ACDs who might not feel it appropriate to attend breed shows. Hopefully some of them will come along at least to the Society’s own shows where the social aspect is usually greater than at the all-breed shows. There were a couple of new ventures for the society at the Funday – a Rally-O course and apple/tennis ball bobbing. Both provided entertainment – and water in the case of the “bobbing” box! There were some other ideas discussed for future Fundays, so with new faces interested in helping out this event should move from strength to strength. Many thanks to all who took part and especially to Lesley and Robert for the hard work in preparing the ground and facilities.

Lesley was out with ACDs again on the following Monday, judging at Paignton Champ. Show. No CCs on offer so a low entry – we are in danger of losing the classes here – but another very pleasant day out. BB & BOB was Miss J Wright & Mr. A.Dunn’s Yarraman Stockmans Secret. RBB was my Stockmaster’s Red Cedar at Morrow. BD was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow with RBD going to his son, Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman The Patriot. BP was Ms J.Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blu. I hadn’t been to Paignton for a few years (August timing again, not good for me) and was impressed with the new venue.

East of England had Mrs.E.Cartledge judging with an entry of eleven with one CC which went to the BD Miss K Jebson and Miss R Kaye’s Austmans Caledonia Chaos. His third I believe, thus making him up, congratulations to all. RCC went to the bitch, Miss K. Jebson’s Austmans Chases Dreams. RBD was Mr & Mrs Britton’s Austmans Blue Picasso and RBB was Mr A.Dunn and Ms J.Wright’s Yarraman Stockmans Secret. BP was Miss K Jebson’s Austmans High Time.

WKC with two CCs, had an entry of nineteen for Mr.J.McManus. DCC and BOB went to Mr & Mrs Britton’s Austmans Blue Picasso. RDCC went to Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman The Patriot. The BCC went to Mr.M.Presland and Miss M.Vincent’s Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn with the RBCC going to Ms M Slaven and Mr K Wilkie’s Ir.Ch.Yarraman Star Sapphire at Dartbrook Sh.CM AN. BP went to Mrs.Holborrow’s Austmans Blue Judo – I know she was particularly pleased as this bitch has taken some work on the owner’s part to get her to settle down in the ring again, well done, its nice when your work pays off!

Lynda De Boo, Secretary of the South West Working and Pastoral Breeds Association tells me that they have a new venue for their annual Open Show. They have ACD classes and would be delighted to see more exhibitors on Saturday 1st October at Hutton Moor Leisure Centre, Western-Super-Mare, Avon BS22 8LY. They have schedules available on their website www.swwpba.co.uk. I attended this show at its old venue, along with a few other ACD owners, but I’m assured that this is a much nicer location and readily accessible.

I know that many ACD owners will also be Facebook users (can’t stand it myself but it does have its uses) so many will already be aware that there is a new UK ACD group on-line. I hope that it will become a source of useful contact and information in addition to the ACDS website, particularly with reference to new owners. It was obvious from the Funday that the first requirement of most new owners is more information and being able to ask questions specific to their new dog and breed. However much research they may have done beforehand, once they have their new bundle of fun more questions become apparent! Having access to an immediate source of answers will be a god-send to many.

The Society’s annual Champ show is coming up fast, hope to see plenty of support for this event. Do come along, even if you don’t have a dog to show, or don’t want to show or just want to learn more about the breed. Drives me mad when I get phone calls a week or two after the show from people who want to know more about the breed but felt that “it was only a show so why bother” they’d rather take up time on the phone with me or others trying to tell them about a dog they could have met in the flesh.

24th July 2011
I have heard from a reliable source that there is an article about an Australian Cattle Dog in August’s edition of Dogs Monthly. I feel sure it will be worth a read! I recently saw a couple of trailers for the new film “Red Dog” which features an Australian Kelpie. If you’ve not read Louis de Berniere’s book of the same name then you’re missing an amusing dog story which I’m sure many of us can relate to in one way or another!

Leeds Ch. Show, no CCs, had only two entries for Mrs.Pollard, that must have been so disappointing for her. I have never attended Leeds, just a bit too far for me but I thought it used to be quite popular with our more northern exhibitors. BB & BOB went to Miss T.Roberts Garreg Ddu Kamyiara. I see the KC is do phase out the single CC option so do wonder what effect this will have on our breed’s CC allocation and how long the non-CC shows will continue to put classes on for us. Will we end up with only a few shows which have CCs and then be back in AVNSC at all the rest? That would make it very hard for new comers to gain judging experience.

Warrigal Blue Kookynie at Morrow was born on 28th December 1998, four months after I lost my first ACD Broula to a bladder tumour and only weeks later my lovely Pippa to cancer. Ky did a bit of winning in the show-ring, managed the occasional place in small obedience shows and qualified her way into TD in working trials. She firmly believed that all bones belonged to her although would share once she’d had first chew of them. Her prized possession and ruination of most of her teeth, was her red boomer ball. It had to be confiscated at regular intervals to protect everyone’s sanity as well as her remaining teeth. She adored people and was convinced that Crufts and Discover Dogs were organised purely for people to appreciate her. While she had been slowing down and was a bit stiff and arthritic at times, her rapid deterioration and the need to make the decision to let her go to save her suffering was a horrible shock. There’s a short poem from the second World War that comes to my mind whenever I lose a dog. They come into this world with nothing and leave with a piece of our hearts. The poem is called “The Life that I have” sometimes known as “Yours” and was composed by Leo Marks.

“The life that I have Is all that I have And the life that I have is yours
The love that I have Of the life that I have Is yours and yours and yours
A sleep I shall have A rest I shall have Yet death will be but a pause
For the peace of my years In the long green grass Will be yours and yours and yours”
Ky will stay in my heart with the others who have gone before while her remains rest under the trees at home. Please don’t contact me about Ky, it will still be much too raw even by the time these notes appear

18th July 2011
A disappointing entry at Blackpool for Mrs.V.Wild, with two CCs on offer. Eight entries with three absent on the day. BCC and BOB went to Miss K.Jebson’s Ramelia Infra Red, RBCC went to Miss T.Roberts Garreggdd Kamyiara. DCC Mr.&Mrs.Britton’s Austmans Blue Picasso with the RDCC to the late Mr & Mrs.Colton, Tune and Bonser’s Yippie Ki Yay for Rottalma.

An email from Lauren Oldfield (many thanks) gave a link for a dog with four bionic paws! I was aware of surgery being done giving a dog one bionic paw but not all four. Apparently the dog – an ACD – was left in a basement in winter which was covered in water and the dog got frostbite in all four feet. The link which Lauren sent should be on the ACDS website so do go and have a look. There is a very short video of the dog running around and he looks quite happy.

Carrie Holborrow is pleased with her young girl Austmans Blue Judo. She had been a bit reluctant to show after a bad experience in the vets. but at Bath Championship show managed a 3rd place and then a second at Three Counties with an improvement in her behaviour as she realised it was not so scary after all. By 26th June and Poole and District CS Show she was much happier and with a waggy tail. Judo placed reserve in a decent size AV Puppy Bitch class and from not wanting to be touched decided that rolling over for tummy tickles in the ring was a much better idea! With 26 entries in the catalogue for the Puppy Stakes Class, Carrie was finding it a scary prospect, however only 7 were present on the day. Judo gained a VHC and won the princely sum of £1!

Windsor Ch.Show had the magnificent entry of 4 ACDs with 4 different owners in AVNSC Working or Pastoral. Hilary Powell’s Yarraman Masked Blue was 1st in PGD. Carrie Holborrow’s Austmans Blue Judo was 3rd in PB. Kylie Birch’s Crystalledge True Colours(Imp) was 1st in JB and my Cedar was 3rd in LB. The judge was Mr.S.Mallard. We had a pleasant, if long day out as the AVNSC was very late in the ring after an assortment of other breeds.

East of England had Mrs.Cartledge judging with an entry of 11 dogs and one CC on offer. BD, BOB and CC went to Miss K.Jebson’s Austmans Caledonia Chaos making him into a champion. I know she was thrilled as she was still celebrating at NW&PBSociety! RBD was Mr.W.& Mrs.J.Britton’s Austmans Blue Picasso. BB and RCC went to Kimberly’s Austmans Chases Dreams. RBB was Mr.A.Dunn & Miss J.Wright’s Yarraman Stockmans Secret and BP went to Kimberly’s Austmans High Time. Chaos also went on to be short listed in the Pastoral Group, so he had a really good day out.

Val Tiller has asked if I can mention her annual Optigen Eye-Testing Clinic in September in Surrey. Optigen are offering 30% discount off test, paid for online, at the 20/20 clinic on Tuesday 6th September in Epsom. ACDs can be tested for prcd-PRA and if owners are unable to attend they may send a blood sample by post. Contact Val Tiller for further details and to book places: email: val.tiller@talk21.com or Tel.:01372 273597. I have used Val’s clinics twice and found them very professional and straightforward to attend. Hot on the heels of Val’s email I had one from Alison Skipper on the same subject, only this time giving results for ACDs who have been tested. Alison comments that we in the UK don’t seem to be testing very much anymore and that’s not good. No ACDC GB dogs were tested in the 2nd quarter of 2011 but Optigen were happy to share the following information for ACDs tested elsewhere during that time period (Apr.1 – June 30, 2011). Total ACDs tested for PRA during the 2nd quarter 2011 is 58. Normal – 32; Carrier – 25; Affected 1. Countries testing include: Austria, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and USA.

Norma Digby asked me to pass on the message to be aware that this has been a bumper year for adders. A dog she bred was bitten and reacted badly to the bite. He has recovered but it gave the owners quite a scare. I have heard a couple of other tales, including one of a man being bitten and his tongue swelling up – sounded like a particularly severe reaction or else a very odd place for a bite! Joking apart, adders don’t come looking for dogs or people to bite but will react if trodden on or disturbed. I suspect the current change in the weather will have lessened the risk but do be aware that when the sun comes out the snakes may do too.

I have rather a back-log of notes this week as I have had an enjoyable trip to the World Show and Championnat de France in Paris so various things were left until my return and I’ve had some catching up to do. I’m sure you will have seen reports on the shows elsewhere in the paper so I won’t include all the details. It was disappointing to see how much mess was left by the exhibitors – quite took me back to old days at Crufts and made me appreciate just how much more conscientious we are about picking up after our dogs now. The catalogue system was slightly different to ours, look up which ring your judge is in and that’s where your breed will be! I never did find out where the order of judging for each ring was posted, other than on a board at the ringside so you had to go to the ring to find out. It is also very different not having benching at such a large show. Yes, there was lots of clutter but I didn’t have any major problem getting around, just finding people once they were no longer at ringside. I watched cattledog judging (obviously!) and also a couple of other breeds that I was interested in or that caught my eye over the four days. The judges were not going over the dogs anything like we normally do – teeth and testicles and move please and that was it. There were 29 ACDs entered for the Championnat de France on Friday with judge M.Paul Jentgen. The BOB, graded excellent, was the dog, Heelersridge Emublu King owned by MmeZuzana Behne. The BP, graded very promising, was Fizz Blue D’Aloha Kaleden owned by mme Catherine Perrot. This pup looked like it might have been his first show, he was a rather over-awed by the event but is a nice pup. Best Junior was the bitch, graded excellent, Girra Ween Kazari Toyo Ken owned by Mme Renata Johansson. Our own Kylie Birch was second with Crystelledge True Colours, graded excellent. On Saturday at the Mondiale (World Show) there were 59 ACDs entered for judge M Peter Harsanyi. The principle winners, all graded excellent, were: BD, BOB, and CACIB Queblue Aussie Icon owned by M Francesco Bianchi. RCACIB dog was Heelersridge Emublu King. Dog CACS was Banana Bender Doctor Who, owned and bred by M Paolo Coletta. RCACS was Imboss of Drover’s Run Horse Ranch owned by M Daniel Rocca. BB and CACIB was Va Bene Limited Edition owned and bred by Mme Z.Behne. RCACIB bitch was Fouamaungee Des Poenjaap owned and bred by M Karel Eeckhout and Mme Jeannique Valcke. Bitch CACS was Jicarilla Cinderella’s Ranch bred and owned by M Milan Svarkovsky and RCACS was Landmaster Devil In Disguise owned by M. Paolo Coletta. This last bitch was sired by Landmaster Only Believe before he left Australia to come to the UK to Yarraman Kennels. BP was the dog Banana Bender Conte Di Cavour owned by M Paolo Coletta who also owns the Best Junior Banana Bender Senorita Rosarita. Kylie and Crystelledge True Colours were graded excellent and gained 3rd place in a class of seven. Pretty good especially when you realise that Kylie had left her “show” shoes in the car and had to shed her footwear half way round the ring so showed in true Aussie style barefoot! G’d onyer girl, way to go! I took loads of photos but having realised that the opportunities to get a standing photo were few, I’m afraid I snapped off a quick picture of each dog and some are better than others. The photos are up on the dreaded Facebook if anyone wants to have a look. I have put names to the Championnat dogs but haven’t had time to do the World Show. The full results are up on the World show website, it takes a little bit of finding but then all the details are there if you have the patience to search them out. There are also photos taken by others up on-line, so a google search might produce some better ones than mine. It was a fascinating weekend, we took in a little bit of Paris as well and were lucky with the weather. It was great to be able to see some breeds which I have been following for years with interest but haven’t recently had the opportunity to see in the flesh. I would recommend a trip to a big European show to everyone, you should do it at least once. In some ways their shows are better, dogs in the hotel rooms and cafes and restaurants, in other ways not as good, particularly this time in terms of cleanliness, but it is still fascinating and a dog show is a dog show whatever the language.

NW&PB Ch.Show with CCs was not blessed with good weather to start, rain causing most of the judging to be indoors. Very unusual for this show and I don’t think they were really prepared for it. The ACD benching was not particularly close to the ring making it difficult for the few exhibitors who needed to swop dogs to get quickly to and from the bench and ring. BCC and BOB went to Ch.Yarraman Dare to Rock at Coright owned by Mrs.L.Wright. RBCC to Miss K.Jebson’s Ramelia Infra Red. DCC, his first, went to Landmaster Only Believe(Imp) owned by Mr.K.& Mrs.N.Digby. Best Veteran and RDCC went to Ch.Warrigal Blue Swagman at Curdeleon owned by Mrs.P.& the late Mr.J.Chetwynd. BP was Austmans Kung Fu Blu owned by Ms J.Omlo and Best Breeder was Mrs.Digby.

The ACDS of GB Fun Day is almost upon us – Saturday 30th July at the home of Mr.& Mrs.Wright. This is a super venue and I know there are plenty of plans in place for fun events with the emphasis on FUN, so do come along. The address is Shurnock Brake Farm, Milepost Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch, B96 6LP and will run from 10am to 4pm. I will have the ACD stock boxes and I’m sure there’ll be a raffle as well as the doggy games and opportunity to talk cattledogs. Bring a picnic lunch and a sense of humour!

17th June 2011
I am very sorry to have to report that Sue Huntingdon has lost Warrigal Blue Togar recently. Born on the 3rd December 1995 one of a litter of six dog pups, out of “Rokeglen Blue Mankara at Warrigal (Imp)” sired by my beloved Smoky “Morrow Blue Aborigine CDx-TDx”, it really does feel like the end of an era with him gone. It seems like only five minutes ago that Lyn, Alison and I were looking lovely puppies in Sue’s kitchen and saying ‘if you’re not keeping that dog pup then we’re going to fight over him!’ He did a bit of winning in his time and sired some good pups too, but his main claim to fame was undoubtedly as Sue’s devoted companion. They are all special but I think he may have been particularly so for her. Our sympathy on your loss.

Three Counties Ch.Show was held at Malvern, with ACDs on Saturday 11th June, we were lucky with the weather as it stayed dry until after the ACD judging was completed, whereupon there was a downpour. There were twenty-four entries for judge Mr.M.Vines. I am of course delighted to be able to report that the DCC and BOB went to my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow, our first CC. RDCC went to Ms D.Cartwright and Ms S.Burdett’s Ch.Tarilly Access All Areas at Drenoss. BCC - her first - went to Mr.&Mrs.Digby’s Mudgee Blue Yarraman with RBCC going to Mr.A.Dunn & Wright’s Yarraman Stockmans Secret. BP went to Ms J. Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blue.

I saw an item about an alternative use for ACDs mentioned in one of the on-line lists. Someone off the list was visiting a Sea Turtle Rescue Sanctuary and saw a gentleman with a beautiful red ACD, whose name was SPX (Spix). SPX used to be a cadavaer dog in a Southwestern State but when they moved to S.Padre Island, Texas, the owner retrained the dog. He now searches out turtle nests by smelling broken egg shells. If you go to http://www.seaturtleinc.org/staff.htm and scroll halfway down you can see SPX and owner Dave. The week before SPX had found three nests on Boca Chica beach, enabling all the eggs to be gathered before poachers or predators got them. SPX works for cookies and Dave said he seems to enjoy this job much better than being a cadaver dog! I know that there are ACDs doing things like chasing ducks off airstrips or other protected areas but this one is a first for me. I wonder how many other unusual jobs ACDs have?

7th June 2011
Yarraman Stockmans Secret, owned by Mr.A.Dunn and Miss J.Wright are certainly on a good streak at the moment. She was Best AVNSC at Stafford County Agricultural Show and went on to Pastoral Group One, needless to say the owners are thrilled with her.

Bath (no CCs) had Mr.B.Croft judging with eight entries, two absent on the day. BB and BOB went to Ms J.Omlo’s Austmans Kung Fu Blue with RBB going to Mr.N.Thurley’s Austmans Fire ‘n Ice. BD was Mr.&Mrs.Digby’s Landmaster Only Believe (Imp) with RBD Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman the Patriot. BP was Austmans Kung Fu Blue.

I was sorry to miss Southern Counties as it is right on my doorstep but there you go – 52 weeks in the year but still everything I want to do is on the same few weekends! Paula Heikkinen-Lehkonen (Finland) was judging , no CCs so only five entries, one absent on the day. BD and BOB went to Mrs.H.Powell’s Yarraman Masked Blue. BB was Mrs.L.Wright’s Ch..Yarraman Dare to Rock at Coright, RBB was Mr.& Mrs.Greenhill’s Jahanghirs Echo Falls at Aurdu.

News from Eva about an ACD in Switzerland:- “Silverbarn’s Ronja, ‘Nala’, is living in the nice and sunny Italian part of Switzerland and she is being trained in water rescue. There was an info-day and you can see a short demonstration how the dogs jump into the water and saves the “drowning man”. The camera is on the head of the drowning man, quite a different angle. http://www.vimeo.com/24050404. In level 3 the dogs have to pull even 2 people and a boat with several people inside, quite a challenge for small cattledogs. Ronja-Nala is now 2 years old and she can start in level 2. To pass the level-tests the dog has to perform an obedience test on land as well.. it’s hard work but Ronja-Nala loves it.” I haven’t had time to check out the link yet but it sounds interesting to have a look at. Similar to the water tests that Newfoundlands do in the UK from the sound of it.

Ruth Cahill has asked if the following can be included:- Wendy Beasley has mentioned the Working Trials jumps petition in her Tracking Lines article (DW May 27th) and, in the hope that some present and past Working Trialists may read the breed notes, can it be included here. The petition is requesting a report by appropriately qualified person(s) into the safety of the Working trials jumps and the long term effects on the dogs. It does NOT call for a rule change. The report is requested to allow evidence from expert witnesses and any interested parties to be submitted. For an impartial view of the petition and what it calls for, please go to the bottom of the home page on the Working Trials World website at www.workingtrialsworld.co.uk.

Given the huge leaps that have been made in technology and ways to assess stresses in athletes, it is probably about time this was reviewed again, even if it means means no changes are called for regarding the jumps. I will be very interested to hear the report if it goes ahead.

I have just heard that Alex Nicholls lost “Tilly” (Warrigal Blue Moogal at Tarilly) to cancer at the end of last year. I’m sure you’ll all join me in sympathising with her loss, albeit rather belatedly.

News from further afield – Suzanne Nevada (Silveraurora Kennels) writes:- “Ch.Stockmaster’s Red Roisin PT HTAD 1-s STDs (OFA Good Hips, Normal Elbows, CERF 2011 clear, BAER tested Bilateral Hearing). Roisin comes to us from Daryl Moffitt in Northern Ireland, out of his lovely girl Gem (Stockmaster Drovers Lady) sired by Rocky (Ch.Silveraurora’s PW Tom Thumb HIC) who lives with Daryl, his wife Belinda and baby Sarah. Roisin is a paternal sister to Taz, who won back to back Best of Breeds at Crufts in 2009 & 2010. Roisin finished her championship today under Judge Chris Walkowicz with points accrued solely from 4 majors. She is a also a doll and while she likes people, she LOVES other dogs and has been a dream to show, and obviously, trial in the herding arena too! She is very much like her mother and is a joy here. Thank you to her breeder for entrusting us with her, and to my good friends who have been so supportive and helpful. Without you, none of this would have been possible! This is our 2nd champion finished this year, so we are celebrating tonight with raw beef bones for everyone (except me!)

Hilary Powell has had some success with Miah recently (Morrow Blue Flyer) as well as an adventure with Tully and deer! She writes:- “Despite having only one training session in the last 5 weeks, due to an injury incurred by an accidental collision with a 10 stone boxer which left her unconscious, Miah on the 1st June, running at UKA Senior level, managed to be placed 1st in steeplechase I. She won this twice as on her first clear round the timer was defective so she had to run it again to gain a time, on the second run she went clear again and her time was just over 26 seconds ( course time 38 seconds). She got a second place in jumping, a third in steeplechase II and a fourth in power and speed. Not bad for an ABC ! What a week, today at Southern Counties Tully was 1st in post grad dog, Best dog and then Best of Breed. Only last week we were walking over Bushy Park when we noticed 2 red deer grazing, having walked there for 27 years we were not unduly worried. Sensibly, we gave them a wide birth however they noticed Tully, who was on a lead and began to follow us. We took an alternative route but they quickened their step and were soon only 3 feet away. One deer put its head down and went to charge at Tully. Ron thought Tully`s best chance was to let him loose. Tully ran round the back of the Deer, went in so low his tummy was touching the ground , he gave the back leg of the Deer a quick nip and crawled backwards, almost like a commando and lay flat, We had bravely put some distanced between us and the Deer, we called Tully and he did a large arc and returned to us, what a good boy. Ron and I were stunned at how calm he was - unlike us.”

Never a dull moment with cattledogs!

22nd May 2011
Yarraman Stockmans Secret, owned by Mr.A.Dunn and Miss J.Wright, was BOB at Redditch Show under Mr Gary Gray. They then went on to get Pastoral Group 3, well done.

There were nine ACDs entered at SKC on Saturday 21st May. Yarraman Stockmans Secret continued her winning by taking the BCC and then BOB under Mrs.F.Somerfield. DCC went to Miss K.Jebson & Miss R.Kaye’s Austmans Caledonia Chaos. RBCC went to Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn owned by Mr. M Presland & Miss M.Vincent while the RDCC went to Drenoss Call Me Bond at Heelerhill owned by Mr.& Mrs.Donnelly. Yarraman Kennel had the only breeders group entry.

I will be away for both Bath Ch.Show and Southern Counties Ch.Show, I am sorry particularly to miss Southern Counties as it is so close to home for me. I hope the weather is good for both shows and that everyone has an enjoyable time.

12th May 2011
Following on my report of Jeri Omlo’s puppy’s success we have the litter sister stepping into the ring as well. Another newcomer to dog showing, Carrie Holborow, is the proud owner of nine month old Austmans Blue Judo. Carrie took her to Marlborough and District Canine Society Dog Show on 2nd May, in Holt, near Melksham. She was entered in AVNSC Pastoral Puppy where she placed first and was then placed second in BPIS. Nice to hear of new people coming into the breed and enjoying some success in the ring as well.

The National, at Stafford on 5th May, had twenty-four entries for Lady Sue Huntingdon. BCC and BOB went to Mrs.L.Wright’s Ch.Yarraman Dare to Rock at Coright with RBCC going to Mr.& Mrs.Digby’s Landmaster I Believe In Magic (Imp). DCC went to Ms.D.Cartwright & Ms S. Burdett’s Ch.Tarilly Access All Areas at Drenoss, RDCC went to Mr.&Mrs.Digby’s Landmaster Only Believe(Imp). BP went to Mesdames E & L Gray and Guy’s Jahanghirs Crystal Echo Blu. It was nice to see Kylie Birch’s new baby who sadly has had an aural haematoma which has damaged one ear – time will tell whether she is young enough for it to grow out. Kylie is enjoying the challenge of a new youngster and Toohey seems pleased to have a new companion.

Thankfully I am, temporarily at least, down to only one rescue dog. A huge thank you to Norma Digby and especially to Alastair Legge for transporting two dogs up to Scotland where they appear to be settling down in their new homes. Poor Blue found the trip from here to Stafford, to Shropshire, to Scotland very stressful but hopefully he realises it was worth it. I am also pleased to hear that Frankie, the brindle bitch I had for a while last year that many of you have seen on various rescue websites, is now in a secure home. She is on long term / permanent foster with a lady who has sixteen other dogs. I gather that if a special place came along suitable for her, then she might move on but otherwise she has a home for life.

I hope everyone has made a note of the 30th July for the ACDS Fun Day at Shurnock Brake Farm, home of Lesley and Robert Wright. Details should be on the ACDS website as well as with the Newsletter which Members should have received by now.

26th April 2011
Thank you to Jeri Ormlo for sending an email giving some show results for her puppy, Austmans Kung Fu Blue. Jeri says that she and her puppy are new to showing but they seem to be doing quite well. On the 19th March at Torquay & District Open Show they had 1st AV Minor Puppy and Reserve Puppy in the Pastoral Group. The next day at Okehampton & District Open Show they had 1st AVNSC Puppy and Reserve Puppy in the Pastoral Group. At Bridgewater & District Open Show they had 2nd in AV Puppy, then at the ACDS Open Show they had BP in Show and finally at Bodimin & District Open Show they had 1st in AV Minor Puppy and again Reserve Puppy in the Pastoral Group. A promising start to the year for them, good luck for the rest of the season.

The weekend after Crufts found me back in Birmingham to listen to Turid Rugaas, the Norwegian lady who is probably best known here for her book on “Calming Signals for Dogs”. Not specifically cattledog related but many of things she said will, of course, apply to them as well as any other breed. There were a number of interesting snippets one of which was that it is illegal to spay / castrate dogs in Norway unless on medical grounds! That was definitely something I did not know! This is in line with other information I’ve come across over the last six months or so which says that the benefits to the dog (or bitch) are not so great as many would have us believe. In particular, the effects on aggressive behaviour appear to have been overated to say the least, according to the latest research. Turid put much more emphasis on the problems caused by stress and says that many owners do not realise how much stress their dogs are under. This was a thought-provoking weekend, and although I don’t agree with everything that she said, it certainly was interesting. What I found terribly sad and worrying, was the strong views held by some people who had, so far as I could tell, only limited experience to call upon. Perhaps I’m getting old.

I was so sorry to hear the terribly sad news that Connie & Bob Redhead (Landmaster Australian Cattledogs, Australia) have tragically lost a grandson who was only in his late teens. “Sorry” really doesn’t seem enough at these times. I am sure you will all join me in sending our sympathy and thoughts to them and their family at this sad time.

It seems that Dingoes are giving themselves more bad press on Fraser Island. A three-year-old girl was attacked by two dingoes while waiting to board a barge with her parents. It seems the Dingoes sprang suddenly out of the bushes and bit at the girl’s legs before being driven off by the adults. The child was between the adults and it appears to be a very odd attack that the Park Rangers are investigating. Unfortunately of course the animals involved will be euthanised.

The ACDS of GB Newsletter should be available by the time these notes appear. If you have not renewed your Membership, or perhaps can’t remember if you’ve done it! Please contact Norma Digby on 01948 841302 who will be able to confirm if you are on the mailing list that she has been given.

17th April 2011
IT WAS Nice as always to see support for the Limited Obedience show held in conjunction with the ACDS of GB Open Show at Tollerton. Although I think it is sad that there are not more ACDs entered, especially as I know there are dogs out there passing KCGC Tests as well as taking part in dog training club events. I wondered if people think that the dogs have to be entered in the Breed Show to compete in the Obedience? There were six dogs entered in Pre-beginner although three were absent on the day and one was NFC – again an opportunity for people to put a toe in the water to see if they’d be able to cope with open competition. Kylie Birch’s Aust.Ch. Crystalledge Waratah Boy was first place, enjoying himself a little bit I think, he always looks so serious! Hilary Powell took advantage of working NFC to practice with Tully, who is a work in progress and getting better all the time. First time out I think for Mrs.Holborow’s Austmans Blue Judo – only seven and a half months if my maths is correct and looks like he is going to be fun to work with, hope to see him again next year.

Beginners had four entries but one absent. Kylie’s boy looking a bit less inspired by the whole thing, all a bit beneath him really! Still he worked well enough to win the class. My Link had his stupid head on and made me work to keep him in some sort of order. Bob Murrell’s Angelarc Nooree did a much better round but then very generously blew the stays and let Link have second place.

Four entries again in Novice, again one absent. Hilary Powell’s Morrow Blue Flyer was pleased to be showing off, pouncing on her dumbbell which is not quite the way it should be done! Nice to see her having fun! Lorraine Gardener did most of the work to keep her crossbreed All Stars Kiyenari displaying very accurate heelwork. Another dog who is a work in progress as she’s not had him long and clearly stays need more training. Link managed to keep a bit more awake for this class, although close heelwork is not his idea of a good time. He did sufficient to get first place, second to Miah and third to Kiyenari. Many thanks to judge Mike Vines and his wife, Celia, who stewarded the rounds.

There was a surfeit of trophies at the Show, so many generous people have put them forward over the years, plenty to keep the Trophy Steward busy. The Kingfisher Trophy for BP in Show went to Austmans Kung Fu Blu owned by Ms J.Dandi. Best Junior went to Austmans Shockwave owned by Dr.G.Williams. Winner of the John Holmes Veteran Trophy and Best Veteran Sash, as well as the Rokeglen Blue Mankara Trophy for Best Stud Dog was Mr.&Mrs.Digby’s Yaapeet Blue Dreamer Yarraman at eleven years old. I believe that the latest trophy, the Kanga Plate formerly awarded by Mrs.Ros Cartwright and won outright by Mrs.Lorna Atkinson, was awarded for the first time this year to the oldest exhibit in show which was Mrs.Wright’s Warrigal Blue Boulder at Coright who was twelve on the twenty-eighth of December last year. A few of the trophies had not been returned to the society in time for the show but I have been told that they are being engraved and are en-route to the current holders.

Working & Pastoral Breeds Association of Wales had their show on Saturday 16th April. Only five entries for judge Mr.K.Young. JD/B was won by Mrs.S.Price’s Yarraman the Patriot who went onto win RBD and BP. PGD/B was won by Mr.& Mrs.Bailey’s Penstruthall Murray Darling Yarraman who was also RBB. OpenD/B was won by Yarraman Blu Koala in Kofyn owned by Mr.Presland & Miss Vincent. Blu Koala was also BB & BOB. 2nd in OpenD/B was Mr.&Mrs.Britton’s Austmans Blue Picasso who was also BD.

13th April 2011
THE AGM of the ACDS of GB was held at the end of March. As always seems to be the case, there were not many people in attendance but it was good to catch up with PatronMarion Simpson-Wyeth and Vice President Merrick Stephens, neither of whom I had seen for sometime. Sadly Marion’s eyesight has deteriorated badly but she still loves to hear the adventures of ACDs and their owners, so if you have time for a chat, do give her a ring. Our President Edith Miller sent her apologies at being unable to attend but she also sent a report which was read out on her behalf. The minutes of the meeting will no doubt, be sent out to all Members in due course.

It was agreed that there will be a Funday on Saturday 30th July at the home of Lesley and Robert Wright, Shurnock Brake Farm. This is a superb venue, very central and with excellent amenities for the Society to use. A flyer will be sent out to all Members with the next Newsletter, which I am assured is imminent, and details will also be on the Society’s website. The theme of the day will be Fun, so fingers crossed for good weather so that we can enjoy a picnic lunch in the sunshine with our dogs and friends.

The ACDS of GB Open Show was held on 3rd April, at Tollerton, with Mrs.J.Gregory (Tonkory Border Collies) judging. We were incredibly lucky with the weather as it was chilly but bright sunshine all day until we came to pack up and then the heavens opened. BB & BIS was Kimberly Jebson’s Austmans Chases Dreams. BD, RBIS and BOS was my Blue Jamberoo at Morrow CDX.UD. RBB was Dr.Williams’ Austmans Shockwave and RBD was Kimberly’s Austmans Caledonia Chaos.

The Limited Obedience Show was judged by Mr.M.Vines. The entry was quite good with 6 / 4 / 4 in each of Prebeginner, Beginner and Novice but sadly on the day not all were present. Next year there will be a Class A as we know that we have lost a few entries as people have qualified out of the lower classes. It would be nice to see a few more people coming to have a go, the atmosphere was good and the dogs certainly seemed to be enjoying themselves – occasionally a bit too much!

CRUFTS has come and gone for yet another year. It seems to fly by faster than ever or maybe it’s just me getting older. I am sure you will have seen the results in the press or on-line long before these notes appear, modern technology means it is almost not worth marking a catalogue at a show now, as you can print off the results from the computer when you get home. The Discover Dogs Booth was manned by volunteers over all four days of the show. Norma Digby did an excellent job of organising the rota and it seems to have worked very well. I did have a list of all the people who helped but have lost it somewhere along the way. Many thanks to all who gave up their time to answer questions and let people meet their cattledogs. It might have been helpful to have a Kelpie on the stand, then we could have pointed and said this is a Cattledog and that is a Kelpie, would have shortened a few conversations. Lyn Chesterfield and I were there early on Thursday and put up the pictures and posters. For those who didn’t get to the stand, it was a corner position which would have been very nice if not for the howling gale blowing through the door which was open to allow exhibitors out to exercise their dogs. Poor Cedar was getting decidedly concerned about posters flying off the walls and attacking her! Lyn asked the doorman if it would be possible to keep the door closed in between people going in and out but he said that they wouldn’t know which door to come to – despite the fact that it was working perfectly well for the other doormen. He did agree to open a door a little further up which was an improvement but was still pretty cold and windy. A little later I spotted a man from the KC on his rounds so we explained our problem and he said he’d see what he could do. He went and spoke to the doorman and then to the lady at the other end of the bank of doors and returned to us with a grin. Apparently the doorman said he couldn’t open the door the other end of the bank as it was not his door! Thankfully he agreed to shut his door and the lady at the other end opened hers instead – problem solved! Another entertaining comment was received when I asked about the show discount on a certain brand of dogfood, it was different to the show offer price at LKA. The reason? Crufts is “not a dog show”! Honestly! My raised eyebrows prompted the sales person to explain that she meant it wasn’t a “breeders dogshow”, hmm, no, I still don’t think that’s clear! Anyway, the discount would be different at the general championship shows, this was the Crufts offer only. Oh,well, it was still cheaper than on-line.

Cattledogs were first in the ring at nine o’clock on Friday morning. While first in the ring means being there early it also saves a lot of hanging around wondering whether or not we’ve missed the call for start of judging which is helpful. Unfortunately it also means that once judging is over people disappear in all directions and the Breed Stand is swamped by Australian Shepherd exhibitors who were in the ring after us and out-numbered us hugely. It would have been better if the stand was away from the ring, perhaps by one of the pillars, as I know at least three people didn’t spot it as they saw the Aussie Shepherds and assumed that was what the stand was for, very annoying. The benching was not very convenient for the ring, which caused some issues for people with more than one dog trying to swop dogs over without keeping the judge waiting. Oh, well, I guess it’s always going to be inconvenient for somebody, maybe it will be somebody else next year.

I thought that the show was not as crowded as we have seen in previous years. There was certainly space for parking for the trade and breed stands where normally it is jam packed. We were missing a few familiar faces at the ringside and I was sorry to hear that Carol Smith had been involved in an accident on a motorway. Thankfully although suffering whiplash and other minor injuries she is okay but her car didn’t survive. The accident was not her fault, someone ran into the back of her car and then another car ran into that one. Carol and Dave are now discovering how tedious insurance claims can be. I was also sorry to hear that Dave is having problems with cataracts, hopefully his scheduled surgery will improve matters soon.

It was good to catch up with Gill Armstrong and her cattledog Saphire Tyg. They were reserves for the Northern Obedience Team and having not managed to met at Working Trials over the years it was a pleasant surprise to discover them at Crufts. Tyg has worked his way up through the stakes and is competing in TD although Gill says that he will probably be retiring in the not too distant future.

28th February 2011
ADAM Beral has done a sterling job and the ACD Society web site is up and running again. It is a simpler format and (I think) easier to find things on. It can be found at australiancattledogsociety.co.uk so do go and have a look and if you have ACD photos or other information, do email it through to him. The ACDS 2011 Judges List will be available on the website or any Show Secretaries wanting a copy can contact Pearl and she will email or post it out as required. I know Adam tries to keep the site up to date so do check in regularly.

On a sad note, I had a phone call from Ken Gibbons on Saturday 26th February to tell me that his wife, Monica had died in the morning. Monica used to have Airedales and competed in Working Trials with them. Then she had one of John & Mary Holmes’ puppies many years ago and was the first person to compete in Working Trials with a cattledog. She was a Founder Member of the ACD Society and still liked to attend the occasional event if it was not too far from home. Formakin Chintoo at Chippinghey was followed by Kapia Blue Beulah, bred by Carol Snell, and later by Warrigal Blue Todd at Chippinghey. Her last ACD companion was a red bitch from Kimberly Jebson’s Austman Kennel. I met Monica when I had my first ACD and we kept in touch over the years. She always said that she wished she had been younger when she had her first cattledog and after she found trials too much for her legs, she would still love to hear how the competing ACDs were doing. Monica had been in hospital for a few weeks and celebrated her ninety-first birthday in hospital with a small party of friends. I am sure that you will all join me in sending sympathy to Ken at this time. I don’t know any funeral details at the moment.

20th February 2011
A delighted Norma Digby rang to tell me that she has finally received hip and elbow results for two of her girls. There seems to have been one problem after another since the x-rays were taken last October, with the panel being repeatedly unable to look at the x-rays which had been supplied on disc. I was unaware that this method was being used (old-fashioned, that’s me!) but apparently it is successful in most cases. After Norma’s experience I think I will continue with the tried and trusted method! Anyway, Mudgee Blue Yarraman has 0:0 elbows and 7: 7 hips and Yarraman Alice Spring has 0:0 elbows and 6:3 hips. Results that were worth the wait.

News from across the sea – at Westminster Kennel Club’s Annual Show there were eleven Cattledogs entered. So far as I can tell only eight were present on the day but that might be me missing something. The judge was Mrs Helen Lee James and she gave BOB to Ch.Carbon Copy’s If The Shoe Fits, owned by Joyce Rowland and Dee McNeil. BOS was Ch.Buzzardss Esperanzos Duramax HT owned by Jan M Lewis and Award Of Merits was given to Ch.Moonflys Ice Blue Flame and Ch.Buzzards Maximus Red owned by Sherry Dodson and Liz Tackett respectively. There is video on-line on the Westminster website if anyone wants to have a look at the dogs.

Apologies to anyone who has been trying to get into the ACD Society website. I think I did mention that Adam updated his software to the detriment of the websites programmes and his temper, I suspect! However all will be back on line shortly so please bear with him while he gets it up and running again.

22nd January 2011
Neil Thurley sent me the following information onKu'a{Austman's Fire n' Ice). Her achievements to date are Reserve Best Puppy at the ACDS Champ Show and she also won her A.V. Pastoral Yearling class and then winning Best Pastoral overall at the Stroud and District Open show on 28th Nov. Ku'a obtained her Kennel Club Bronze, Silver and Gold Good Citizen Dog Awards, gaining the Gold on 4th October 2010, 3 days short of her becoming 11mnths old! Needless to say, Neil is very pleased with her! Well done and good luck for the future.

Manchester Championship Show (no CCs) saw an entry of seven dogs for Ms R.Kaye, with one absent on the day. BD & BOB went to Colton, Tune and Bonser's Yippie Ki Yay for Rottalma. RBD was Mr.&Mrs.Britton's Austmans Blue Picasso. BB was Miss T.Roberts Garreg Ddu Kamyiara, RBB was Mr&Mrs.Greenhill's Jahanghirs Kilarney Kate at Aurdu. BP was Mr.&Mrs.Greenhill's Jahanghirs Echo Falls at Aurdu.

Hopefully by the time these notes appear the ACDS of GB website will be back up and running. Adam apologises for the downtime - unfortunately upgrading his laptop sabotaged the site files. He wasn't pleased!

15th January 2011
Rob Greenhill (Aurdu) writes: "just to let you know my results for Bridgend and District Kennel Association on Jan 2nd 2011 : AVNSC pastoral junior Jahanghirs Echo Falls Blue at Aurdu 1st, Res Best AVNSC Pastoral, Best AVNSC pastoral puppy, and Pastoral puppy group 2. AVNSC Pastoral graduate Jahanghirs Kilarney Kate at Aurdu 3rd. Judge for both classes Mrs D. Stansbury (Woodbriar). Also, I had a letter from the Kennel club last week, re the images I submitted to KC dog photographer of the year competition. As it turns out, they want to have the rights to use my images for publicity and publication to promote happy and healthy dogs. These are the same images I produced for the discover dogs stand at East of England Ch Show of my own dogs, and those belonging to Eaine and Lynne of Jahanghirs, happy showing." Good results, well done.

More show news - Yarraman Stockmans Secret, Jenny Wright and Andy Dunn's bitch, went to Coalsville Open Show on 15th Jan. and went Best AVNSC and Pastoral Group 1. Well done there too.

Currently I have three ACDs looking for a forever home, I will get details to Adam for the website asap, and another two that are still with the owner but are no longer wanted. I'd better not pass any comment or the Editor will have to get the red pen out!

It's that time of year again - no, not just building up to Crufts, it's AGM time. If there are people out there who have an interest in Australian Cattle Dogs and would like to help promote the Breed in a positive manner, perhaps they'd like to join the Committee of the ACDS of GB. Please contact Pearl Chetwynd for further information at :- pearl-jack@curdeleon.freeserve.co.uk

But speaking of Crufts, don't forget that volunteers are required to help man the Breed Booth for all four days. So if you remember all the questions you asked when you were thinking of getting an ACD, and more importantly, you know the answers! and have a dog who will be happy to meet and greet for a couple of hours, please contact Norma Digby on 01948 841302.
